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Hitherto 
By Ida A. Guirey 


(aA ITHERTO the Lord hath helped 
us,” 
Guarded, guided, saved, and kept us, 
And we know that He will keep us 
Even to the end. 


With His care we are surrounded, 

Given grace divine unbounded, 

And an anchor firmly grounded 
On which to depend. 


His compassions fail us never, 
Nothing from His love can sever— 
Yesterday, today, forever, 

Our unchanging Friend. 


Oh, the greatness of His mercy! 

As we take our onward journey 

All our burdens He will carry, 
All our way attend. 


% 


“Ower Box of Ruels” 


Children’s talk often has more life 
and sparkle in it than the conversation 
of grownups, for children are frank 
and use concrete terms, while older folks 
often talk in the abstract. Their exuber- 
ant spirits are not yet subdued by the 
inhibitions of polite society, and so they 
go straight to the point, making remarks 
and asking questions that sometimes 
bring out the truth with startling clear- 
ness. They see things in black and 
white, without so many intervening 
Shades of gray. There is a priceless 
nugget from the children’s world in a 


. 





recent news letter from Mr. J. Morris 
Rockness, secretary in Singapore of the 
China Inland Mission Overseas Mission- 
ary Fellowship. It comes from a school 
for missionaries’ children in the Philip- 
pines. “The following description of life 
at the Children’s School in Tagaytay,” 
wrote Mr. Rockness, “tells its own story 
of life among the little ones. One of 


them enumerated the following rules ° 


that must be observed: ‘Ower box of 
ruels. Looking unto Jesus. 1. No fite- 
ing. 2. No arging. 3. Be kind. 4. Be 
cerfull. 5. Be helpfull. 6. Obey. 7. Don’t 
bighte. 8. Love Jesus.’ Perhaps it might 
be a good suggestion if we adults had 
the same rules on the wall of our study!” 
Now it would hardly do for dignified 
editors and directors and secretaries to 
put things so bluntly, even though they 
can spell correctly, for that would be a 
tacit admission that even in Christian 
work there are such things as fighting, 
arguing, carelessness, and verbal may- 
hem, But the young rule-maker faces 
facts squarely, and does his best to deal 
with them boldly and simply. And so he 
(or she) calls us all to account, and makes 
us stop and think, for his rules are 
echoes of inspired precepts, such as 
these: “Let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, looking unto 


Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2). “Now the works 
of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these; . . . hatred . . . wrath, strife” 
(Gal. 5:19, 20). “Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, end evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: and be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31, 32). “See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise” (Eph. 5;15). “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). “Likewise, 
ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, ahd giveth 
grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). “But 
if ye bite and devour one another, take 
heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another” (Gal. 5:15). “And above all 
these things put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness” (Col. 3:14). 
“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, 
and he in God. And we have known 
and believed the love that God hath to 
us. God is love; and he that dwelleth 
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” 
(1 John 4:15, 16). 


. 


The Revival in the Hebrides 


An editorial by the Rev. E. L. Langston 


HE Hebrides is a small archi- 

pelago in the northwest of Scotland 

consisting of four main islands: 
Lewis, Harris, and North and South Uist. 
The story of the revival is mainly cen- 
tered in the largest of these islands, 
namely, Lewis, of which Stornoway is 
the capital. 

In October, 1949, the Free Church Pres- 
bytery of Lewis met in the town of 
Stornoway to discuss the appalling drift 
away from the church, especially on 
the part of the younger people of the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Now therefore go, and I will be 


with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say” (Exod. 4:12). 





Island. The ministers and church offi- 
cers also lamented the fact that they 
were not seeing conversions in their 
congregations, and they passed a reso- 
lution calling upon their people to pray 
that God would do a new thing in their 
churches. Ong or two men were deeply 
stirred by this appeal for ‘revival and 
quickening especially in connection with 
the parish church of Barvas. 

There is a barn in that little town of 
Barvas where men, three nights a week, 
gathered together for prayer, pleading 
with God that He would come down and 
do a new thing in their midst. These 
prayer meetings would go on sometimes 
until three, four, or even five o’clock in 
the morning. Some of these men were 
so moved after these nights of prayer 
that they seemed to fall down in a trance 
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both in worship and in intercession, and 
pleading with God to come down with 
great might and power and awaken their 
people to their need of a Saviour. 

We cannot understand all this means, 
but somehow or other, as the Rev. Dun- 
can Campbell described it to us at Kes- 
wick in 1952, here were men going out 
of the realm of the natural into the 
sphere of the supernatural. 

While this was going on in the barn at 

Barvas there were two elderly sisters, 
one eighty-four, the other eighty-two 
years of age, who were consistently 
praying that the Lord Jesus would be 
glorified and that multitudes might be 
brought to acknowledge Him as Saviour 
and Lord. One day the elder sister said 
to the younger one: “This is what God 
has promised, ‘I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground.’ God has promised to do 
this and He is a covenant-keeping God.” 
So certain were these two sisters that 
God was coming to intervene that they 
sent a message to their minister, asking 
him to wire the Faith Mission to send 
‘a missioner. And why did they com- 
municate with the Faith Mission? Forty- 
five years previously these two sisters 
were led to know the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour through one of the 
workers of that Mission, and now forty- 
five years later they sent a message to 
the Rev. Duncan Campbell to come and 
take a mission in Lewis, 

The Rev. Duncan Campbell replied that 
he could not possibly come, for he was 
already engaged on another mission in 
the island of Skye; but these sisters 
would not take “No” for an answer. They 
said that God had said that He was 
coming in blessing and they warned their 
minister that He would do this within 
a fortnight. 

Strange to relate, and yet not strange, 
for “God moves in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform,” the mission that 
the Rev. Duncan Campbell was to have 
taken in Skye had to be canceled because 
the Tourist Board commandeered all 
the hotels and boarding houses in the 
very place where the mission was to be 
held and he happened to be free in a 
fortnight to go to Lewis. 

From the very first God had set His 
seal upon His servant. He joined with 
others and spent the night in prayer 
that God would move the people of the 
small towns and farmhouses from things 
temporal to things spiritual and eternal. 
About thirty gathered at one meeting, 
and about three o'clock in the morning 
they had the inward assurance that God 
was about to do a new thing, but none 
of them realized what was going to hap- 
pen. To the amazement of the missioner 
who had come from Skye, at the end of 
that prayer meeting he saw about a 
dozen men and. women prostrate on the 
floor lying there speechless. He did not 
understand it, but undoubtedly these 
men and women were under some spir- 
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itual power that cauged them to be 
prostrate before God. He left the meet- 
ing very early in the morning to discover 
men and women walking along the coun- 
try roads crying to God for mercy. 
There were lights in the houses and 
nobody seemed to have thought of sleep. 
Everyone everywhere seemed to be 
aware that God Himself was in their 
midst. 

When the missioner went to the church 
the following day the place was crowded, 
a stream of buses and cars had come 
from the four quarters of the island; this 
had not been organized—they just came. 
Revival when it really does come does 
not. need organization, but comes from 
above. There came a deep conviction of 
sin that caused men and women to fall 
upon their faces before God crying out 
for ‘mercy. After the service that night, 
as the last persons were leaving the 
church, a young man began to pray and 
he prayed for nearly three-quarters of 
an hour; and while he was praying the 
people came back again into the church, 
and so great was the gathering that 
there were twice as many round the 
building as there were in it; they just 
came from everywhere. 

Leaving the church at four o’clock in 
the morning, the minister came to Mr. 
Campbell, asking him to go down to the 
police station at the other end of the 
parish, for there were quite a large 
number of people in real spiritual dis- 
tress wanting someone to come along and 
pray with them; and having gone to the 
police station, he tells us, he will never 
forget the scene that met his eyes, “Un- 
der the starlit sky with the moon shin- 
ing down upon us from the battlements 
of glory men and women were on the 
road and by the roadside asking God 
for mercy. Yes, revival had come.” 

For five weeks the whole island was 
Stirred. The public houses were closed, 
the churches were filled, and everyone 
was talking about the things of God; 
there seemed to be a God-consciousness 
that was almost overwhelming. 

One man who was not convinced of 
his own need of a Saviour tried to avoid 
the decision to come to Christ and he 
went into a public house (ie., drinking 
saloon) to get away from the over- 
whelming sense of God’s presence. But 
even there in a drinking saloon he found 
the men all speaking about the Lord 
Jesus and their lost and ruined state. 
He left that drinking place and went on 
to a dance hall, and he had not been 
there five minutes before someone came 
and spoke to him as to his need of a 
Saviour. The sense of God was every- 
where; he could not escape God. 

Of course there was tremendous op- 
position. The Devil stirred up village 
after village to organized resistance 
against this revival that was going on 
in their midst. There was one village 
that would not have the revival. An 
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with others for this township until nearly 
twelve-thirty midnight. The first per- 
son to meet them after the meeting was 
a woman from the very church which 
was in opposition to the revival, with a 
stool in her hand on her way to her 


(Continued on page 181) 








Notes on Open Letters 
A Good Year Verse 


When Peter stepped out upon the 
water he stepped upon the word of 
the Lord, who said to him, “Come.” 
That word supported him as long as 
he believed it. 

As we step out upon a new year with 
its demands and its impossibilities the 
Lord has given us a word, “Fear not 
. . . be glad and rejoice: for the Lord 
will do great things” (Joel 2:21). This 
is our year verse at Columbia Bible 
College for 1954. We stand upon it, 
and refuse to look upon the wind and 
the waves, 

The glory of this word of the Lord 
is revealed as we see this verse in its 
context in the second chapter of Joel. 
That chapter opens with a description 
of God’s people in a condition of great 
need and sin, facing judgment; it closes 
with a description of that same peo- 
ple walking in the holy atmosphere of 
revival, rejoicing in the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, and with God having 
restored the years that the locust had 
eaten. , 

These are the great things God prom- 
ises in our year verse. Does the verse 
really apply to the Bible College? Does 
it really apply to my individual life 
as a Christian? It does if we meet 
its one condition. The Lord will do 
these great things if we meet Him in 
Joe] 2:12, “Turn ye even to me with 
all your heart.” As we enter this new 
year may God help us to rend our 
hearts, and not our garments in mere 
lip-consecration, and turn to the Lord 
our God. 


This is taken from a letter to prayer 
partners from Dr. G. Allen Fleece, presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College, Colum- 
bia, S.C. As many Times readers know, 
Columbia Bible College was founded 
and directed for many years by the late 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, one-time As- 
sociate Editor of THe SuNnpDAY ScHOOL 
TrMEs, and one who wrote many articles 
for it. The College has chosen a fine 
verse for 1954, and one that will doubt- 
less bring encouragement: frequently to 
the faculty, staff, and students. 

This year’s verses for Wheaton College 
are: “Rejoice evermore. Pray without 
ceasing. In everything give thanks: for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). 

The custom of choosing a special verse 
for the year is a good one. It would be 
interesting to know of the verses chosen 
for this year by other Christian colleges 
and Bible institutes. The Editor will be 
glad to hear of others. 
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Are the Anglo-Saxons the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel? 


Looking at the British-Israel dese in the 


light of history and Scripture 


RITISH Israelism is a strange and 
B fanciful theory that the English- 

speaking peoples are the descend- 
ants of the ten tribes of Israel. It is 
clairhed that the British people and their 
colonial offshoots, including the United 
States of America, are the descendants 
of the so-called lost ten tribes of Israel, 
which were carried away into Assyria 
and in the course of time migrated to 
Europe and settled in England; also that 
a descendant of King David by a daugh- 
ter of King Zedekiah, whom the Prophet 
Jeremiah took with him to Ireland, mar- 
ried Esincaid, King of Ulster, and Queen 
Victoria was a descendant of that union. 
According to the legend, the Prophet 
Jeremiah carried with him the stone 
upon which Jacob pillowed his head, it 
was later taken to Scotland, and from 
there removed to London and placed 
under the coronation chair in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 

The exponents of this theory hold that 
the throne of David is the divine king- 
dom on earth; therefore the Anglo- 
Saxons are the rightful heirs to all of 
God’s promises to Israel. They declare 
that the Jews are not the Chosen People; 
that Jesus Christ was not a Jew. This, 
in substance, is their gospel. The whole 
theory rests on the assumption that there 
is at the present time a distinction be- 
tween the two and the ten tribes, that 
the people known as Jews today are the 
descendants of the two tribes, and that 
the name, “Jew,” is never used to desig- 
nate descendants of the ten lost tribes; 
and, as proof, numerous passages taken 
out of their context are quoted. 


No Historical or Biblical Proof 

From this folk tale, which has not the 
slightest historical background, we are 
asked to accept the fact that the British 
people are the descendants of the ten 
lost tribes. Briefly, we are asked to 
believe that a great mass of Israelites 
poured into the British Isles and imme- 
diately took on a new physiognomy, 
customs, names, which have no affinity 
with the ancient Israelites; all this, with- 
out a single Scriptural or historical 
proof. If it can be proved that all of 
this is contrary to history and the clear 
teachings of God’s Word, then the whole 
theory of British Israelism collapses. 
This I shall attempt to do in this brief 
article, 

Not a word can be found in any his- 
tory book about the British Israel the- 
ory until the eighteenth century. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica names Richard 
Brothers (1757-1824), the “Nephew of the 
Almighty,” as the first modern apostle 
of British Israelism. “The theory (which 


By JACOB GARTENHAUS, D.D. 


Occasionally readers criticize the 
Times in strong terms for ever criti- 
cizing writings or teachings not 
Scripturally sound. In some ways 
it would be pleasanter to ignore all 
the evil in this world and always 
to give a positive message. But there 
are very many readers who are 
grateful to the Times for giving some 
space each year to the exposure of 
false doctrines. From time toe time 
the Editors bring before readers the 
findings of men who have special 
knowledge of various systems of 
wrong teaching, and thus make avail- 
able in concise form information that 
laymen would not otherwise have. 
In this article some of the fallacies 
of a theory popular in certain circles 
are exposed by Dr. Gartenhaus, a 
Hebrew Christian, who is president 
of the International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Atlanta. 








is fully set forth in a book called Philo- 
Israel) rests on premises which are 
deemed by scholars—both theological 
and anthropological—to be utterly un- 
sound.”1 “Altogether, by the applica- 
tion of wild guesswork about historical 
origins and philological analogies, and 
by a slavishly literal interpretation. of 
selected phrases of prophecy, a case was 
made out for the identification of the 
British race with the lost ten tribes of 
Israel sufficient to satisfy uncritical per- 
sons desirous of finding their pride of 
race confirmed by Holy Scripture. The 
whole theory rests upon an identifica- 
tion of the word ‘isles' in the English 
version of the Bible unjustified by mod- 
ern philology, which identifies the orig- 
inal word with ‘coasts’ or ‘distant lands’ 
without any implication of their being 
surrounded by the sea. Modern ethnog- 
raphy does not confirm in any way the 
identification of the Irish with a Semitic 
people; while the English can be traced 
back to the Scandinavians, of whom 
there is no trace in Mesopotamia at any 
period of history. English is a branch of 
the Aryan stock of languages, and has 
no connection with the Hebrew. The 
whole movement is chiefly interesting 
as a reductio ad absurdum of too literal 
an interpretation of the prophecies,” 2 


Not a word is to be found anywhere 
concerning the Prophet Jeremiah’s mi- 
gration to Ireland. On the other hand, 
the Jews throughout the centuries of 
their dispersion are easily identified by 

1 Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 1, p. 944, 
Fourteenth Edition. 

2 Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. 1, p. 601. 








their physiognomy, customs, manners, 
and names, and they have lived apart 
from all races. 

As to the stone upon which Jacob 
pillowed his head, concerning which so 
much has been made by the followers 
of this theory, not a particle of historic 
support has been given it. Dr. C. H. 
Davidson, geologist of the British Mu- 
seum, in making a microscopic exami- 
nation of particles removed from the 
stone during a cleaning, emphatically 
states that it is a Scottish stone quarried 
not far from Scone, Scotland, and that 
the legend quoted by the British Israel- 
ites that the stone wandered around 
Egypt and Ireland, finally being made 
holy in Scotland, was propaganda used 
by one Baldred Bessett when trying to 
persuade the pope that the Scots were 
the people of Israel. 

So much for the historic aspect. Now 
let us examine the theory from the 
Scriptural point of view. 


The Ten Tribes Never Lost 


As concerning the claim that there is 
a distinction between the two and the 
ten tribes, my reply is that there is not 
a single Scripture supporting such a 
view. Any student of the Bible is fa- 
miliar with the history of the ten and 
the two tribes. We cannot find any- 
where in the Bible that the ten tribes 
‘were ever completely lost. For example, 
we. read that all ‘twelve tribes were 
included in the decree of Artaxerxes 
permitting their return to Palestine 
(Ezra 7:12, 13). Representatives of aff 
twelve tribes are elsewhere mentioned 
by Ezra (8:35). That the prophets of 
the Old Testament used the terms “Is- 
rael” and “Judah” interchangeably we 
see from the following: 

Isaiah 48:1 uses the terms “Jacob,” 
“Israel,” and “Judah” synonymously,. 

Isaiah 1:1, “The vision . . . which he 
{Isaiah] saw concerning Judah.” Verse 
3 reads, “But Israel doth not know .. .” 
Would anyone dare call the inspired 
Prophet Isaiah “ignorant” on the ques- 
tion of Israe] and Judah? 

Jeremiah 30:17 calls Israel and Judah 
“an Outcast,” and the chapter uses the 
two names in close unity rather than in 
sharp distinction. Was the Prophet Jere- 
miah “ignorant’’? 

The inspired writer of 2 Chronicles says, 
“The Lord fought against the enemies of 
Israel” (20:29). Yet the whole chapter 
records war between Judah and her 
enemies, 

Second Chronicles 21:2, “Jehoshaphat 
king of Israel.” 

Second Chronicles 19:1, “Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah.” 
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Was the inspired writer of 2 Chronicles 


“ignorant” or “willfully deceitful”? 

Ezra calls the same people Jews and 
Israel, ' 

Nehemiah does likewise. 

Esther calls the Israelites “Jews” forty- 
five times. 

Did these inspired prophets fail to un- 
derstand and grasp that which is so 
evident to our “British-Israel’” friends? 

The apostles of the New Testament 
also used the names “Jew” and “Israelite” 
interchangeably. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the One who 
could not be mistaken, called the same 
people both “Israelites” and “Jews.” 

John 3:10, “A master of Israel.” 

Matthew 10:6, “Go ... to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” Matthew 
records that they went to the “Jews.” 

Mark 15:26, 32, Jews and Israel synon- 
ymously. 

Luke 1:80, He showed Himself unto 
Israel. Always, we find Him among the 
Jews. 

Paul in Acts 13:16 called Jews by the 
name of Israel. Also in Acts 21:39 he 
calls himself a Jew. In Acts 22:3 he 
calls himself a Jew, and in Romans 11:1, 
“I also am an Israelite.” 

According to God’s Word, the apostles 
used the terms “Jew” and “Israelite” 
synonymously. 

If British-Israelism is right, then the 
prophets of the Old Testament, the 
writers of the four Gospels, the writers 
of the Epistles, the apostles, and finally the 
Lord: Himself are all guilty of “ignorance” 
or “willful deceit.” But these passages 
prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
the imagined distinction between “Ju- 
dah” and “Israel” does not ‘exist in the 
Scriptures, and destroy the whole Brit- 
ish-Israel delusion. 

The following Scriptural arguments 

“prove that the British people are not 
the descendants of the ten lost tribes, 
but that the Jews today fill every de- 
scription of the ancient Israelites, 

1. The Anglo-Saxons are an uncircum- 
cised race, which according to Genesis 
17:14 excludes them from any national 
blessing promised to Abraham. 

2. The Anglo-Saxons are a mixed race, 
while in Numbers 23:9 it is clearly 
brought out that “the people shall dwell 
alone.” 

3. Wherever the Children of Israel 
were, they were to keep and did keep 
the seventh day as the Sabbath through- 
out their generations (Exod. 31:16, 17). 
Do the British keep the seventh-day 
Sabbath? 

4. The Children of Israel were to 
abide “many days without a king, and 
without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without teraphim” (Hos. 3:4). 
Can this be said of the British? But 
what. a true picture it is of the Jews 
during the past two thousand years! 

5. They were commanded to keep the 
feast of unleavened bread throughout 
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their generations (Exod. 12:14, 15). 
Have the British observed the Passover? 

6. All the promises made to Israe] are 
connected with their restoration to their 
own land from the lands of their dis- 
persion (Ezek. 36:24-28). How can this 
apply to England? 

We have shown how unsound this the- 
ory is Scripturally and historically. 

Just as the prophets, the apostles, and 
the Lord Himself made no distinction 
between the two tribes in the past and 
the ten, so there will be no distinction 
in their future destinies, which are 
identical. I urge readers carefully to 
examine the following passages which 
give abundant testimony to this truth: 
Ezekiel 37:21-23; Zechariah 8:13; Jere- 
miah 3:17, 18; 30:3, 4; 31:31-34; 33:14, 16; 
Isaiah 11:12; Hosea 1:11; Romans 11:25. 
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(A more complete study of this question 
is to be found in the author’s book, “The 
Ten Lost Tribes—Who Are They and 
Where Are They?” which I regret to say 
is at present out of print.) 

But whether or not the Anglo-Saxons 
are the Israelites, is of little significance. 
The important question is, Are they with 
or without Christ? If they are with 
Christ, they are a holy nation and as 
such belong to the royal priesthood: 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a_ royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people” (1 Pet 2:9). If they are without 
Christ, they are sinners and lost, as are 
any others without Christ: “For there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). 

ATLANTA, 


Il. The Historical Background 


of Seventh-Day Adventism 


Swange incidents and primitive beliefs 


N ERSTWHILE prominent leader of 

the present Seventh-Day Adventist 
movement (now deceased), and one par- 
ticularly well versed concerning its 
formation and early stages of develop- 
ment, has pointed out that “Seventh-Day 
Adventists claim to be the original Ad- 
ventists [meaning the direct, spiritual 
offspring of William Miller], and endorse 
Miller’s work. . . . He began setting 
time. He did it the second time. He 
taught them how to do it. He fathered 
the idea. He inculcated it in all his 
followers... They then simply took up 
and carried on what he had begun” (D. 
M. Canright, in “Seventh-Day Adventism 
Renounced,” p. 76). 

Clear proof of the veracity of this state- 
ment is found in the fact that Elder 
James White, the organization’s earliest 
president, himself predicted that Christ 
would come during the year 1845—the 
very next year after Miller’s second 
guess had failed. And since then other 
Adventists, on at least ten different oc- 
casions over a period of many years, 
boldly presumed to fix the time for the 
Lord’s return. Though present leaders 
of the sect may deny it, time-setting is, 
nonetheless, a natura] tendency of Sev- 
enth-Day Adventists, the proved spiritual 
descendants of the original time-setter, 
William Miller. 

In addition to the fact that the fixing 
of a definite date for the Lord’s coming 
is plainly unscriptural (see Matt. 24: 42, 
44; Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7), that wrong 
practice is always an evidence of both 
intellectual irresponsibility and religious 
extremism; and the evil is almost in- 
variably accompanied by fantastic inci- 
dents, many of them bordering on the 
ridiculous. This was conspicuously true 
in 1844, the year of the early Adventists’ 
“great disappointment” — so-called be- 
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cause of Christ’s failure to come on Oc- 
tober 22, as Miller had predicted. Dur- 
ing that eventful year, for instance, many 
Adventists gave away their belongings, 
because they were sure mere earthly 
goods would no longer be needed. An- 
other example of the fanaticism that 
then prevailed was the fact that chil- 
dren of the group were kept out of 
school because it was believed “time 
was so short” they would need no edu- 
cation, 

Again, during the days of excessive 
emotionalism that immediately preceded 
the then feverishly expected return of 
Christ, some of the over-agitated “be- 
lievers” while attending meetings would 
speak in “unknown tongues,” while 
others, supposedly under “the power of 
the Spirit,” would fall helpless to the 
floor. Finally, on the day definitely 
fixed for Christ’s second advent, many 
“believers” .attired themselves in spe- 
cially prepared white robes, climbed to 
the housetops and other elevated places, 
and there awaited the great moment 
when, they were confident, the Lord 
would descend and “the faithful” would 
be caught away to Heaven. 

These are a few. examples of the 
numerous fantastical occurrences that 
characterized early-day Adventism. As 
here shown, the movement came into 
being during a period of uncontrolled 
religious fanaticism and tumult, and in 
the light of all the facts, there can be 
no deubt that the many strange, re- 
ligiously immoderate incidents that 
marked the sect’s beginnings, were 
brought about under the influence of 
some spirit other than the Spirit of God. 
“God is not the author of confusion” (1 
Cor. 14:33). 

Throughout the century-long history 
of Seventh-Day Adventism, it has been 








2 2 Th ee a a ee te teed i Mee Oo ee 














Lesson for March 14 





the unvarying practice of its successive 
blinded leaders to praise the so-regarded 
“remarkable accomplishments” of the 
sect’s founders. But instead of looking 
back upon that record with pride, they 
should, rather, regard it with shame. 
Especially is this true concerning the 
formulation of the group’s initial system 
of beliefs. Those erroneous teachings 
were piously called “present truth” by 
the Bible-ignorant and easily misguided 
devisers of that weird collection of sup- 
posed “truth-filled” doctrines, concocted, 
of course, with the “inspired” assistance 
of Mrs, White. And, with but very few 
exceptions, these same audaciously titled 
“truths” are embraced in the creed that 
today is universally subscribed to by 
the sect. What is more, its current as- 
sortment of unscriptural beliefs is like- 
wise designated “present truth.” 

Now, in the clear light of God's 
inerrant Word, let the observant, Bible- 


established reader consider the follow- . 


ing condensed list of early-day Ad- 
ventist teachings. And in the pure rays 
of Scriptural light, let him for himself 
determine their real origin, true. nature, 
and actual worth: 

1. On October 22, 1844, Daniel’s proph- 
ecy of the twenty-three-hundred-day 
(or, year) period (Dan, 8:13, 14) termi- 
nated, and on that specific date, instead 
of coming to the earth, or, to “the 
earthly sanctuary,” to cleanse it with 
fire, as had been expected, Christ en- 
tered into the “most holy place” of “the 
heavenly sanctuary” to “cleanse” it of 
sin. From the time of Adam until that 
date, the confessed sins of all those who 
had ever claimed to be children of God, 
had accumulated in “the heavenly sanc- 
tuary,” but on that precise date (Oct. 22, 
1844) Christ entered into the “holiest 
of all,” there to carry on His high 
priestly work of purification. 

2. On October 22, 1844, fell the annual 
Day of Atonement. That date marked 
the beginning of the “investigative judg- 
ment” of all the professed children of 
God; and then, also, began the “blotting 
out” of their sins. From the time of His 
aseension, the Son of God had been con- 
fined to the “first apartment” of “the 
heavenly sanctuary,” or the “holy place,” 
but on that specific date (Oct. 22, 1844) 
He finally entered into the “most holy 
place” (His Father’s immediate pres- 
ence), there to “perform the closing 
work of atonement.” 

3. Probation for sinners came to an 
end in the year 1844. To all except “Ad- 
vent believers,” the “door” of salvation 
was then forever “shut.” 

4. The “nominal churches,” or all Prot- 
estant bodies except the Adventists, 
have “fallen from the favor of God,” are 
“filled with devils,” and _ constitute 
doomed “Babylon.” 

5. God has “forsaken the Jews as a 
nation.” When Christ hung upon the 
cross, “Israel’s day as a nation favored 
and blessed of God ended,” -and “Advent 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of God,” 

6. “Advent believers” constitute the 
144,000 of Revelation 7:1-8, and thus 
make up “the remnant of Israel,” or “the 
remnant church,” as described in Zeph- 
aniah 3:12, 13 and Revelation 12:17. 
Because they are “God’s peculiar, com- 
mandment-keeping people,” Adventists 
keep the Sabbath of the Law, and thus 
are “sealed with the seal of the living 
God”; and, due to this fact, they alone 
will be translated to Heaven when Christ 
comes. 

7. The seventh day of the week is the 
Sabbath, and this day should be kept 
holy by all who profess to be Christians. 
Those who observe Sunday, the first day 
of the week, as a religious day of rest, 
thus “worship the beast,” or the papacy, 
and as a consequence have “the mark 
of the beast,” which is Sunday-keeping 
(Rev. 13:1-18; 14:9-11). 

8. Since the Flood, man and beast have 
amalgamated. This sin has resulted in 
some divisions of the human family be- 
coming part beast, the proof of which 
is to be recognized in traits peculiar 
to “certain races of men.” 

9. As is true of the brute beast, man, 
too, exists without an immortal soul. 
All, therefore, who die in Christ, “sleep” 
in uncénsciousness in their graves until 
the first resurrection, and there await 
the gift of immortality and their eter- 
nal reward. After the second resurrec- 
tion and the day of final judgment (Rev. 
20:11-13), the wicked will be “utterly 
destroyed,” or annihilated. 

10. The ‘visions of Mrs. White and “the 
testimony of Jesus [which] is the spirit 
of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10), are one and 
the same. Mrs. White, being a specially 
chosen “messenger of the Lord,” was 
endowed with the prophetic gift. Her 
writings are on the same high plane 
as those of the Bible prophets, and rep- 
resent a fundamental part of “this mes- 
sage” [that is, the so-styled “present 
truth” of Adventism]. 

From these necessarily brief studies of 
facts in relation to the beginnings of 
Seventh-Day Adventism, we have come 
to recognize some of the deeply in- 
grained elements that comprise, in a 
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basic sense, the religious make-up of a 
representative adherent of the sect. 
First,, we have seen such an individual 
to be a direct spiritual descendant of 
an untaught, presumptuous, time-setting 
false prophet, Second, we have seen such: 
a person to be a dupe of an unschooled, 
mentally ill, self-styled “messenger of 
the Lord,” or a false prophetess. Third, 
we have seen such a one to be arr on-the- 
defensive victim of the humiliating re- 
ligious fanaticism of which ‘his spiritual 
forebears were guilty. And, fourth, we 
have seen this grievously misled indi- 
vidual to be a deluded defender of a 
collection of crude sectarian beliefs, 
which, manifestly and indisputably, are 
at positive variance with the plain teach- 
ing of Scripture. 

And, so, we have found an answer— 
a definite answer—to the question, A Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist—What Is He? Our 
investigation has made plain the prime 
factors that compose the religious char- 
acter of a typical member of this 
“church.” And thus we know what he 
is. He is a blindly submissive slave to 
a false system. He is a _ to-be-pitied 
Enemy-blinded follower of the blind. 

Christian reader, as you have now 
come to better understand something of 
the actual religious make-up of a typical 
Seventh-Day Adventist, will you not 
prayerfully, and with loving, uriselfish 
effort, seek to enlighten and save some 
of these precious souls? Their great 
need, like that of all those who are in 
soul bondage to false prophets with their 
deceptive claims and teachings, is sal- 
vation through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Will you not, then, with true 
compassion, point them to Him, and to 
His great willingness and unfailing 
power to liberate “the captives”—to save 
them? 

And will you not also do your utmost 
to enlighten uninformed fellow Chris- 
tians regarding false and very dangerous 
Seventh-Day Adventism, and thus have 
a part in safeguarding imperiled be- 
lievers from this subtle religious trap? 
There is urgent need for such true Chris- 
tian service today. 

(To be continued) 





Warning Africa of the Communist Menace 
A Christian newspaper designed to reach Africa's millions 


HE Sudan Interior Mission is look- 

ing to the Lord, through its many 
praying friends, old and new, to further 
its greatest venture of faith, i.e., to put 
into the hands of every English-speaking 
African, and to print in at least three 
of Nigeria’s largest languages, a news- 
paper, the African Challenge. Should 
the Lord provide, we would like eventu- 





By the Rev. G. W. PLAYFAIR, 
General Directer, Sudan Interior Mission 


ally to include still other languages, thus 
reaching millions outside Nigeria. 

The African Challenge, printed at 
Lagos, is the outgrowth of a magazine 
known as the West African Christian, 
first printed at Jos by the Sudan Interior 
Mission. Within eighteen months of the 
first issue, the African Challenge grew 
from 5,000 to 25,000 copies, and it is 
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hoped, with the present limited means 
of printing, to reach 50,000 by February, 
1954. 

The African Challenge is being printed 
on commercial presses, but even with 
the increase named above, will only 
touch the fringe of what are immediate 
possibilities, until the mission has its 
own machinery. 

It should be made clear to older 
friends, of the S.I.M. that the Challenge 
is quite apart from the good work be- 
‘ing done by the mission’s Niger Press, 
which operates at Jos, seven hundred 
and thirty miles inland. 

The center in Nigeria for English- 
speaking Africans is Lagos, on the coast. 
English is now considered the official 
language of Southern Nigeria. It was 
therefore felt wise to do our publishing 
on the coast. The results have more 
than justified the conclusion, and a new 
plant at Yaba, a suburb of Lagos, is now 
being erected. 

After two years of search a most suit- 
able plot of five acres was found, which 
has been secured on a ninety-nine year 
lease. This will give ample space for 
press buildings and homes for the staff. 
The present and pressing need is money 
for machinery, the initial cost of which 
is estimated at $58,000. 

Hundreds of men and women now 
reading the Challenge are finding salva- 
tion through its pages, and other hun- 
dreds are writing asking to be pointed 
to the Saviour. ‘ 

The African Challenge is the only Chris- 
tian newspaper printed in Africa. It is 
hoped eventually to make it a weekly 
instead of a monthly publication. It is 
especially attractive to those who read 
English. It is being read by Christians, 
Roman Catholics, Moslems, and pagans. 
That ‘you may have a faint idea of its 
value, a few extracts are quoted from 
letters that have been sent in by its 
readers: 

One of my teachers who lectures on 
Bible encouraged me to read the Chal- 
lenge. I desire to be saved from my 
sins and perhaps you can tell me how. 
I need your help. 

I found that your African Challenge 
is very good. The January issue is 
best. In it you ask me that if I de- 
sired to be saved from my sins I should 
write to you. I desire to be saved 
from my sins. Will you help me? 

I want to be saved and I want help. 
I enclose a stamp for an urgent reply. 

I desire to be saved from my sins 
and I confess before God that I am a 
proper sinner. Besides that my father 
and my family are proper pagans. I 
wish you to show me the way to make 
them to be Christians because I know 
that no other god can save them be- 
sides our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The African Challenge is a treasure 
now for my pupils. Some enjoy 
searching their Bibles to bring out the 
contest answers, and the memory 
verses are a great help, 

While the African Challenge is pub- 
lished by the S.I.M. it directly helps all 
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who are working for Christ in Africa, 
wherever the English language is known. 
It is therefore not merely an S.I.M. 
project, but is something which is of 
benefit to the cause of Christ every- 
where, for all today realize that what 
affects Africa affects the world. 

The great urgency of the Challenge 
reaching the multitude is twofold: 
(1) that the lost may be saved and be- 
lievers may be built up in their new- 
found faith; (2) the threat of Commu- 
nism. 

Those who are in a position to know 
say that “there are more than one mil- 
lion Communist Party members in 
Nigeria, the Sudan, and the Ivory Coast 
(French) today.” If these figures are 
even only approximately correct the sit- 
uation calls for immediate action. 

The editor of the African Challenge 
was recently interviewed by a young 
Communist. The latter gave him much 
vital information, and stated that the 
Communists, knowing the opposition of 
the British, were working underground. 
When the young man was asked, “Where 
do you get your literature?” his reply 
was, “From Prague and China.” A pic- 
torial magazine, printed in Moscow, has 
just been received by air from Nigeria. 
Dr. Darroch, our home director, says it 
is the finest piece of propaganda he has 
yet seen put out by any country. This 
is being printed and sent out in Chinese, 
English, French, Italian, German, and 
other languages. 

Since the interview menticned above, 
the editor of the African Challenge has 
written a booklet which he has shown 
to the Assistant Secretary of External 
Affairs in Nigeria, who has told him that 
there are things in this book which were 
unknown to the Government. 

The young Communist was also asked 
how Nigerians made their initial contact 
with Prague and China. The reply was: 
“Our students go to Britain for educa- 
tion. During times of vacation they go 
to the Continent and there get in touch 
with Communists.” The fact is, Com- 
munists meet these students at the boat, 
as they come from both British and 
French colonies. Mau Mau in East Af- 
rica, was started by men who had been 
in Moscow, going there first in 1929. 

Let us not deceive ourselves or be 
deceived. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, is be- 
lieved to be a center of Russian propa- 
ganda. The Russian Embassy there is 
said to have one hundred on its staff, 
while the Russian hospital has thirty 
Russian doctors and nurses. It is be- 
lieved that men are trained in groups 
of ten and then sent out to train other 
ten in Communist propaganda. 

The Reds. are flooding Africa today 
with subversive literature. The Com- 
munists boast that “China was won with 
the pen rather than the sword.” Even 
Chinese Christians were not warned, 
and were therefore seduced by this 
clever, lying propaganda, 
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What can protect.our Africans from 
this incoming tide of men and literature? 
They must be warned! Our present 
feeble effort may warn 100,000 to 150,000. 
But we must print the African Challenge 
in millions. This paper carries leading 
articles exposing Communism. It is also 
being sent to Nigerian rulers. The sit- 
uation is too grave, too desperate, to be 
played with. We have a great responsi- 
bility. 

As this flame of Red literature leaps 
from country to country across Africa’s 
vast land, and as the unwarned and un- 
wary imbibe its deadly fumes, shall we 
sit helpless and indifferent until (with 
China) Africa goes down? Shall it be 
another “too littie and too late’? God 
forbid! 

As in the case of China, shall the 
Christian public and the public in gen- 
eral be forced to read “Communism 
Drives Christian Missions Out of Africa,” 
while Christians of America continue to 
enjoy every convenience and pleasure? 
Millions are spent on drink and tobacco 
in America every year. And the appall- 
ing fact is that much of it is spent by 
those who call themselves Christians. Is 
it any wonder that God judges His 
Church? (1 Pet. 4:17.) 

Two top journalists, once on Chicago 
newspapers, and a highly qualified 
printer, will soon be joining the staff of 
the Challenge, which already numbers 
eleven Europeans with Africans. It is 
expected that within one year of the in- 
stallation of new equipment, printing the 
paper itself, the mission will be turning 
out a million copies of each issue of the 
African Challenge. ; 

Remember, if Africa becomes Com- 
munist, Europe will go down with her, 
and those in safe America, will be found 
with their backs against the wall fight- 
ing for their very existence and that of 
their children. It may be in the midst 
of atom bombs! Such would be the end 
of foreign missions, and the Church 
would have had her last opportunity to 
“preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

Christians of America and Britain, 
here is one last opportunity to save 
Africa. (India, Pakistan, Japan, and 
Western Europe could be saved in the 
same way if Christian men could be 
moved to see their opportunity.) 

Will you not join in an all-out prayer- 
ful and financial effort to save Africa 
and thus save America? Or do you still 
say, “What we have, we hold”? Will 
you, like the drowning passenger on the 
sinking ship, hold on to your bag of 
gold? 

Arise now, and warn Africa of her 
enemy; save her from Communism, and 
do it through the only avenue of which 
we know, i.e., give to Africa the millions 
of copies of the African Challenge, one 
copy of which so many are now eager to 
secure! 

TorRONTO, CAN. 
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LESSON 11. 


MARCH 14. 


JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


John 11:55 to 12:50; printed text, 12:20-32 
Golden Text.—He that loveth his life shall lose it, and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.—John 12:25 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 12:20 And there were certain Greeks among them that 
came up to worship at the feast: 

21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Beth- 
saida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would 
see Jesus. 

22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew 
and Philip tell Jesus. 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit. 

25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth 
his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I 
am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, 
him will my Father honour. 


27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, , 
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this 
hour. 


28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again. 

29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said 
that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. 

30 Jesus answered and said,- This voice came not because 
of me, but for your sakes. 


31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. 


32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E section to which we are refer- 

red in this week’s lesson describes 

the close of our Lord’s public min- 

istry. It is important to notice the at- 
mosphere in which it closes. 

First we see an inner circle of devoted 
souls, cleaving to the Lord Jesus in love 
and faith. These are best represented 
by Mary of Bethany, who pours her 
tribute ef adoring worship on his feet 
(John 12:1-3). Outside “of these is the 
multitude of believers and admirers, 
ready to acclaim Him in an hour of ex- 
cited jubilation, but more or less super- 
ficial (vs. 12-18). Beyond these are the 
secret believers, unwilling to risk their 
standing with the enemies of Christ 
(vs. 42, 43). These are the very ones 
who, humanly speaking, were in a posi- 
tion to give effective support to His 
cause, had it not been for their cow- 
ardice. In the outer sphere are the 
enemies, more and more bent on Jesus’ 
destruction, and increasingly active in 
their opposition (11: 47-57; 12:19). Among 
these, but doing his nefarious work on 
the inside, is Judas (12:4-6). ~ 

Which of these groups create the at- 
mosphere, and make themselves felt? 
Certainly not the silent cowards, and 
just as little the superficial crowd. There 
is something colorless and insipid about 
them, despite their part in the colorful 
“triumphal entry.” It is Mary on the one 
hand—quiet, retiring, sensitive Mary!— 
and the enemies on the other hand, that 
really make the atmosphere in which 
Jesus moves. He walks between love 
and hate, between ardent devotion and 
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determined antipathy. One knows “where 
he is at” when dealing with true friends 
or out-and-out foes, but superficial 
shouters, and “silent partners” are dis- 
concerting and confusing. Compare Rev- 
elation 3:15, 16. 

But it was still another group which 
commanded the most dramatic response 
from Jesus, for their appearance moved 
Him to the depths. These were the 
Greeks. Why did their request for an 
interview with Jesus so disturb Him? 
It will be the purpose of the lesson to 
answer that question. 

At this point refer to the Approach to 
the Lesson for January 24. Notice that 
we have now come to the end of the 
second division of the Gospel of John. 


Verse by Verse 

John 12:20.—*. . . Greeks . . . came 
up to worship at the feast.” The Greeks 
may have been “proselytes of the gate,” 
seekers after the truth. They had right 
of access to the court of the Gentiles. 

Verse 21.—“The same came therefore 
to Philip . . . Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
Philip is a Greek name, which suggests 
a more liberal spirit than the stricter 
Jews manifested. 

Verse 22.—“Philip ... Andrew... 
Jesus.” Andrew was a fellow townsman 
of Philip (1:44), which accounts for the 
bond between them. Philip thought he 
needed support to bring such a request 
to Jesus. 

Verse 23.—“The hour is come, that the 
Son of man should be glorified” Jesus 
saw in. this request of the Greeks the 
beginning of the gathering in of the Gen- 
tiles, by which He should be glorified. 

Verse 24.—“Except a corn of wheat 
. . . die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 





it bringeth forth much fruit.” But there 
must be a price paid. Between Jesus 
and the harvest of the Gentiles stood the, 
beckoning Cross. This He states in the 
form of a general principle. 


Verse 25.—“He that loveth his life shall 
lose it; and he that hateth his life . 
shall keep it...” Another of the great 
paradoxes of Christianity. This is no 
call for self-destruction, but for self- 
abnegation, that life may be devoted to 
the higher purposes of God. 


Verse 26.—“If any man serve me, let 
him follow me . ... him will my Father 
honour.” Following Christ means the 
way of the Cross, and as He was exalted 
from the cross to the Throne, so will 
those reign with Him who follow Him 
in His suffering. 


Verse 27.—“What shall I say? Father, 
save me from this hour...” Here is 
a conflict very much like that of Geth- 
semane, but less intense. It is a conflict 
between indomitable purpose and inward 
horror. Will He appeal to the Father’s 
love to save Him, or will He give all 
for the Father's glory? 


Verse 28.—“Father, glorify thy name, 

. I have both glorified it, and will 

glorify it again.” Here is the counter- 

part of “not my will, but thine, be done.” 

The response from the Father comes on 

the Son’s renewed committal of Himself 
to the Cross. 


Verse 29.—“. . . it thundered ... An 
angel spake to him.” The natural man 
does not perceive the voice of God. He 
is bent on explaining it away. 


Verse 30.—‘This voice came not be- 
cause of me, but for your sakes.” Jesus 
had the witness of the voice within. 
Even if those who actually heard the 
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voice did not profit, how many have 
been blessed and strengthened by the 
record of it! . 

Verse 31.—“‘Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out.” The Cross is the 
instrument of judgment as well as of sal- 
vation. The world and its prince have 
their doom sealed by it, for by the Cross 
our Lord has redeemed the earth and 
become its rightful Prince. 

Verse 32—“And I, . . . will draw all 
men unto me.” The lifting up refers to 
the cross (see v. 33). The “all” refers 
to the extension of Christ’s ministry to 
the Gentiles, of which the coming of 
the Greeks (vs. 20-22) was a harbinger. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The request of the Greeks that they 
might see Jesus had a remarkable effect 
upon Him. The only explanation is that 
it must have conjured up before Him 
visions that cast His soul into a turmoil. 

Jésus came as “a minister of the cir- 
cumcision” (Rom, 15:8) unto the “lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 15: 
24). In the days of His flesh He was 
conscious of that limitation put upon 
Him, and longed to break through the 
straitenment (Luke 12:50). The coming 
of the Greeks was a harbinger of that 
day when He would reach beyond the 
confines of Jewry to the great world of 
Gentiles. So He hailed the day of His 
emancipation. “The hour is come, that 
the Son of man should be glorified” 
(v. 23). 

But there was a law that must be 
honored—a natural law in the spiritual 
realm. The price of harvest is death, 
and before He could reap the harvest 
of the redeemed (Jew and Gentile 
alike), He must as a corn of wheat “fall 
into the ground and die” (v. 24). In 
other words, ‘the Cross lay between Him 
and that vision which the coming of the 
Greeks flashed before Him. 

Now the Cross was no easy ordeal for 
our Lord. It was a cup of. infinite bit- 
terness, a baptism of Stygian darkness, 
an hour of dread agony. We only have 
to look at Jesus in Gethsemane, and we 
know that great horror filled His soul 
in anticipation of the Cross. This we can 
appreciate only as we remember that 
our Lord’s death was not the common 
death of a man, but it was the death 
for a world’s sin concentrated into one 
hour and upon one man—the God-man. 
Gethsemane marked the final climax of 
horror and struggle with reference to 
the cross. Here in our lesson (vs. 27, 28) 
the same elements are present, and the 
same victorious issue is seen in the 
words, “Father, glorify thy name.” 

The Cross means victory, and as our 
Lord committed Himself anew to the 
will of the Father with respect to the 
Cross, He caught sight again of the tri- 
umph which it would secure. It was a 
double triumph—a triumph of judgment, 
and a triumph of salvation. The world 
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Last Week's Lesson 
10. March 7.—The Raising of Lazarus. 
John 11:1-54 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. March 21.—The New Commandment. 
John 13 and 14 








and its prince would stand in irretriev- 
able judgment, while the magnet of grace 
would draw men, not only of Israel’s 
race, but of “all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues.” How true it 
is! We indeed have a mighty foe, but 
he is a defeated foe, stripped of his for- 
mer prerogatives, and unable. to touch 
those whose lives are “hid with Christ in 
God,” whereas the Gospel is winning its 
victories in every clime of earth. 

One more word must be added. The 
Law which brooked no exception in the 
person of our blessed Lord Himself is 
not abrogated in our favor. It is as true 
in us as in Him that “except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground, and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” For ‘us as for Him, 
the Cross is the gateway to glory, the 
imperative of harvest, the path of life, 
and the gauge of all service, 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The call of the Cross (John 12:20-23) 
2. The law of the Cross (vs. 24-26) 
3. The committal to the Cross (vs. 27-30) 
4. The triumphs of the Cross (vs. 31, 32) 
Topics for Development 

“Little Gethsemane.” Bishop J. C. 
Ryle, has drawn the parallel between the 
incident of our lesson and Gethsemane. 
Mark the following comparisons: 

1. “Now is my soul troubled” (John 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT sense does the incident re- 
corded in our lesson constitute a crisis 
in the life of Jesus? 

2. Of what development was the com- 
ing of the Greeks a harbinger? 

3. How was our Lord “straitened” in 
His earthly ministry? 

4. How do you account for the pres- 
ence of Greeks at a Jewish feast? 

5. What bond was there between Philip 
and Andrew? 

6. To what was our Lord primarily 
referring when He spoke of the corn of 
wheat? 

7. Why can verses 27 and 28 of our 
lesson be called “little Gethsemane”? 

8. How often did the audible voice 
from Heaven come to Jesus during His 
earthly ministry? 

9. What are the triumphs of the, Cross 
mentioned in our lesson portion? 

10. What place does the Cross hold in 
the experience of the Christian? 


(Answers on page 178) 
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12:27) with “My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death” (Matt. 26:38). 

2. “Father, save me from this hour” 
(John 12:27) with “O my Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me” 
(Matt. 26:39). 

3. “For this cause came I unto this 
hour” (John 12:27) with “If this cup may 
not pass away from me, except I drink 
it, thy will be done” (Matt. 26:42). 

4. “Father, glorify thy name” (John 12: 
28) with “The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shal] I not drink it?” (John 
18:11.) 

The intensity of Gethsemane is much 
greater, but the elements are the same. 

The Father’s Voice. So far as the Gos- 
pel records indicate, the Father’s voice 
was made audible to Jesus three times 
during His earthly ministry. The first 
time was at His baptism (Matt. 3:17), 
the second time was on the Mount of 
Transfiguration (Luke 9:35), and here in 
our lesson. The significant thing is that 
on each of these occasions our Lord had 
just committed Himself afresh to the 
Cross when the voice came. The bap- 
tism was such a committal; the conver- 
sation on the Mount was regarding “his 
decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31); and in our les- 
son He had embraced “this hour” for 
the glory of the Father. The way of 
the Cross is always the way of open com- 
munion with the Throne, 


Practical Applications 

Look at the different groups which 
surrounded Jesus in John 12, as listed 
in the Approach to the Lesson, and hon- 
estly inquire to which group you belong. 
Whether or not our congregations or our 
Sunday school pupils express it, their 
need says, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
Do they carry away from our preaching 
or teaching an impression of Jesus, or 
just an impression of the preacher or 
teacher? 

“The paths of glory lead but to the 
grave,” wrote the poet Gray, but for 
the Christian the way of the Cross is 
the pathway to immortal glory. 

There is a purpose for every life (v. 
27), and obedience to that purpose will 
glorify God, secure His commendation, 
and bring eternal reward. 


Golden Text 

John 12:25.—“He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his life 
... Shall keep it unto life eternal.” Live 
for yourself, and you lose everything; 
deny yourself, and you gain everything. 
We live by dying. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 

we 


Teaching children obedience to God, if 
neglected by parents, must be under- 
taken by Christians. We are under holy 
bonds to foster Sunday schools and other 
agencies that have for their object the 
teaching of the Word of the Lord:—Dr. 
Ernest M. Wadsworth. 
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‘Lesson for March 14 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Living for Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that again 
we may meet with Thee and with one 
another to hear Thy Word. Give us and 
our teachers the help of the Holy Spirit 
to understand the verses before us to- 
day. Free us from thoughts of the out- 
side world that with all our heart we 
may seek to understand Thy truth and 
then earnestly set ourselves to live it 
out. Guide us each day of this new week. 
Make us more like Christ in our desires, 
ambitions, attitudes, words, and deeds. 
We pray for all who do not know our 
Saviour that the truth of the Gospel may 
come to them and they may respond 


LOVINS LIFE WE OSE IT 


gladly. For the sick and all afflicted 
ones we pray that they may find mercy 
and help in their special needs. Purge 
our land of evil. Guide our nation’s 
leaders. Revive Thy Church, and hasten 
the coming of the Kingdom of Christ. 
We ask all in His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Someone has said, 
“Live for self, you live in vain; live for 
Christ, you live again.” This is just a 
catchy way of saying what our Lord 
taught in today’s Golden Text: “He that 
loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep 
it unto life eternal” (John 12:25). To 
love your life is to put self first. To 
hate your life is to put something or 
someone ahead of self, in this case to 
put Christ first. 

Notice how Christ came to speak these 
words. Some Greek converts to the Jew- 
ish faith were coming to the Temple. 
They had heard of the Lord Jesus, and 
it had set them longing to see and know 
Him. So they said to Philip, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus,” and their desire was 
passed on to Christ. But He did not at 
once reply, because the request stirred 
such strong emotions. He spoke out the 
thoughts stirred by this request, thoughts 
of His coming death and how it would 
draw all men, men of all lands to Him. 
These Greeks longing to see Him were 
to Him a sample of the many from the 
Gentiles who would seek and find Him 
when the Gospel was taken to all the 
world. But first He must go to the cross 
that there might be a Gospel to preach. 
Then His disciples must take the good 
news of salvation to all men. He was 
thinking of His disciples and this great 
work of theirs when He spoke the words 
of the Golden Text. As He was ready 
to die that men might be saved, so they 
must be ready to die to self to tell others 
of that salvation, 
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There are still many whose greatest 
need is to see Jesus as their Saviour, and 
there is something each of us can do to 
get the Good News to all men. Yield 
your life to Christ and ask Him to show 
you what He wants you to do that others 
may see Jesus and be drawn to Him. 
“Live for self, you live in vain; live for 


Christ, you live again.” 


Carcary, ALTA., CAN. 
w 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Sir, we would see Jesus” (John 12:21). 
—The Greeks who uttered this desire 
were Gentiles who had come to Jerusa- 
lem to observe the feast. They might 
have appropriately said, “Sir, we desire 
to see all the points of interest in this 
ancient and sacred city.” However in- 
teresting and profitable such a tour of 
that capital city would have been, it 
could not satisfy the deep craving of 
their hearts—a meeting with the Christ 
of God. 

The incident has often been related 
about the preacher, who, upon entering 
the pulpit found a note on the sacred 
desk saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 


, 
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He had been preaching fine sermons, as 
far as sermons go, but he had not been 
presenting the Lord Jesus Christ to his 
hearers. He changed to preaching Christ, 
and soon discovered another note on the 
desk, which said, “Then were the dis- 
ciples glad when they saw the Lord!” 
Although our Lord is not seen physically 
now, as in the days of His flesh, never- 
theless anyone desiring to see Him may, 
by faith in the Word, see Him in His 
eternity of being, in His humiliation, His 
life among men, His agony, His death, 
resurrection, and exultation. 


The unsaved person’s first look by faith 
at the Lord Jesus spells salvation (Isa. 
45:22). The believer’s steadfast behold- 
ing results in a marvelous change— 
“into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 
Cor. 3:18). 

In an Italian market place there once’ 
stood a beautiful statue of a Greek slave 
girl. One day a ‘ragged, untidy little 
street girl stood before it. As she gazed 
upon the clean, shining face, she was 
captivated and wished to be like it. She 
went home and washed her grimy face 
and hands and combed her tangled hair. 
Then she returned to the statue to make 
other comparisons. The dress on. the 


HIS GREATEST CHALLENGE! 
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slave girl was spotless; her own was 
soiled and torn. Again she went home, 
and washed and mended her dress. After 
that she visited the statue daily and al- 
ways found something that she could 
copy. In time, it is said, she became the 
living image of the ‘statue. 


“Philip cometh and telleth Andrew” 
(John 12:22).—The Greeks appealed to 
Philip in the first place. It has been 
suggested that they did so, because 
Philip, being an inhabitant of a town in 
North Galilee, and near Tyre and Sidon, 
was more likely than the other dis- 
ciples to be acquainted with Greeks. 
This may be so; or it may have been be- 
cause of Philip’s purely Greek name. 
Personally, I am inclined to think that 
in addition to those things there was 
something about Philip’s personality that 
appealed to them. Elvet Lewis said 
Philip was “a man always on the edge 
of the crowd, never obtrusive, but ready 
to lead others to ,.his Master.” Philip 
evidently possessed a winsome person- 
ality. 

Woodrow Wilson said that while he 
was in a barber chair on one occasion, 
he became aware that a personality had 
entered that shop. He said: “A man 
came in quietly and sat in the chair next 
to me. Every word he uttered, although 
not in the least didactic, revealed ‘a per- 
sonal interest in the man who was serv- 
ing him, and before I got through with 
what was being done to me, I was aware 
that I had attended an evangelistic serv- 
ice, because Mr. Moody was in that next 
chair! I purposely lingered in the room 
after he left and noted the singular ef- 
fect his visit had upon the barbers in 
that shop. They did not know his name; 
but they knew that something had ele- 
vated their thought.” 


“ _. The hour is come, that the Son of 
man should be glorified (John 12:23). 
—When Philip and Andrew told the Lord 
about the Greeks, He mentioned the 
coming of the hour for Him to be glori- 
fied. The “hour,” so often mentioned 
throughout this Gospel, had come in 
which it would be possible for Gentiles 
to see Him. 

What hour did He mean? He said: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except 
a, corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit.” He was fac- 
ing the Cross. He knew that apart from 
His death He would remain alone— 
neither Jews nor Gentiles could seé Him 
as He really is. He knew that death 
would be followed by resurrection; and 
resurrection: by fruitfulness. 

“The heart of Jesus well knew that for 
this glory, for the accomplishment of 
the work of God, for His having one 
human being with Him in the glory, for 
the granary of God to be filled according 
to the counsel of grace—He must die. 
No other way for guilty souls to God” 
(J. N. Darby). It is a universal prin- 
ciple, that the corn of wheat must fall 
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into the ground and die to be fruitful. 

“A good many years ago,” says J. 
Marion Smith, “a mountain lad left his 
log-cabin home to seek his fortune in a 
great city. After being away for thirty- 
five years, he decided to go back and 
visit the old home place. 

“As once again he walked past the old 
milk house, down by the spring, he re- 
called that, when a small boy, he had 
brought in a bag of wainuts. But twenty- 
five of these he had planted along the 
small creek bed. Now he looked up to 
a row of large, beautiful walnut trees. 

“He then remembered that on that 
same day, he had taken the remainder 
of the bag of walnuts into the house and, 
climbing up the ladder that led to the 
attic, he had left them there. He entered 
the house, again climbed the ladder, and 
sure enough, back in the corner, covered 
with dust, were the nuts. The ones he 
had planted had grown into trees, but 
the others had long ago become useless.” 


“He that loveth his life shall lose it 
. . 2” (John 12:25).—When a group of 
Christians was asked for an example 
of a person who loved and lost his life, 
two of them immediately said: “Musso- 
lini!’ How he did exalt himself from 
1922 until he joined forces with Adolph 
Hitler! He lost his life even in this 
world, to say nothing about eternity. It 
is possible for a Christian to live to him- 
self and “suffer loss” of reward at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:15). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it was the last Passover 

celebration that ‘Jesus attended, and 
just shortly before He went to Calvary 
to be crucified, when certain Greeks ap- 
proached Philip, saying, “Sir, we would 
see Jesus.” Philip went to Andrew and 
told him; then they both went to Jesus 
and told Him. Knowing how approach- 
able our Lord was to any who might 
seek Him and how often He would go 
out of His way to make Himself access- 
ible to any who needed his help, we 
may be surprised at His answer on this 
occasion. But when we think of the 
ordeal through which He was passing, 
knowing that within a few hours He 
would be making the supreme sacrifice 
for which He had come to earth, we do 
not wonder that His reply was pointing 
to His death on the cross and the pur- 
pose of it all. It was as though He might 
be saying, “Philip, tell them they will 
soon be able to see me as their all-suffi- 
cient Saviour; they would not under- 
stand it now.” 

It is interesting to note how many 
sought to “see Jesus” during His life 
on earth, beginning with the shepherds 
who left their flocks on that first Christ- 
mas night, running in haste to Bethle- 
hem; and later the Wise Men who trav- 
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eled a long distance across the mountains 
and desert sands following the star to 
see the Babe who was to be King of 
the Jews. Zacchaeus climbed a tree to 
see Him. Blind Bartimaeus called out to 
Him passing by; the rich young ruler 
ran to get sight of Him and question 
Him; Nicodemus sought Him by night, 
and many others, even great multitudes 
came from all parts of the world to 
see this miracle-working, Godlike Man. 
There were varying motives in the seek- 
ing; but Jesus only wanted to be seen 
as the Saviour of mankind. That ex- 
plains His answer, “Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” 

An incident in our American history 
may help us to get the meaning of it 
all. When General George Washington 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for March 14 


made a trip into the South (as far as 
Charleston, S. C.) he was accompanied 
by a military escort, and everywhere 
was met and welcomed by throngs of 
people. He would stop at county seats 
along the way and speak to the crowds 
from the courthouse steps. The Bran- 
don family living in Rowan County, 
North Carolina, some miles from Salis- 
bury the county seat, for weeks ahead 
prepared to be in Salisbury early on the 
appointed day that they might ‘see and 
hear the great general. 


Among the Brandon children there was 
Betsy. She was always the one to take 
the hard tasks, which she cheerfully 
did. So it was Betsy who remained with 
‘the servants while the other members 
of the family set forth at daylight to 
spend the day in Salisbury. There were 
two roads by which the General and his 
escort might arrive, the more unlikely 
one came right by the Brandon front 
gate; so when Betsy, directing the serv- 
ants, had the house all straightened up, 
she took them down to the big front 
gate, to watch if haply the distinguished 
visitor might choose that way, though 
there was small chance of it. 


After waiting a while, hoping their 
patience might be rewarded, they saw 
three tired-looking, dust-covered horse- 
men coming down the road. Breathless, 
the group at the gate thought these might 
be advance scouts. Approaching the gate 
where Betsy stood, one of the men tip- 
ped his hat, and said: “Young lady, 
would you kindly get us a cup of coffee? 
We have been on the road since daylight, 
and some coffee would be refreshing.” 
“Ah,” thought Betsy, “the General and 
his escort must be close behind, and if 
I go back to the house now I will surely 
miss him.” But her sacrificing spirit 
came to the rescue, and she replied, 
“Certainly, gentlemen, I will be glad to 
get some coffee for you; just come to 
the house and we will serve you.” She 
took two of the servants with her, while 
the men tied their horses near the house. 
She directed them to a place to wash 
their faces and hands, providing fresh 
towels, meantime superintending the 
preparation of coffee, toast, eggs, and 
sliced, country-cured ham. 

As she stood near the door to see that 
nothing was lacking, the spokesman of 
the trio asked her why she and her 
servants were at the gate; to which she 
replied that they had thought General 
Washington might be passing and they 
would have a chance to see him. “But 
you were willing to lose the opportu- 
nity,” he said, “in order to be kind to 
three dusty travelers.” “Certainly, sir,” 
she replied. “We could not let you go 
hungry.” Then rising to his feet the 
gentleman made a courtly bow, as he 
said, “Well, my sweet young lady, you 
have just regaled General Washington 
and his aides with a delicious breakfast, 
and we are under lasting obligations to 
you!” Then she recognized his unmis- 
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takable features! Think of what a story 
Betsy had to tell the family that eve- 
ning late as they returned from Salis- 
bury, tired and worn out with the long 
day! And they had not been able to get 
- within five hundred yards of General 
Washington! They barely got a glimpse 
of him, and at such a distance they were 
unable to hear a word that he said. 

Do you see .the point, fellows? You 
cannot know General Washington here 
on earth today, but you can know the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which is a far greater 
privilege. “If any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.” Yes, our Lord wants to show Him- 
self to you and to me, and share with 
us what we have to eat, while He also 
Shares with us His own satisfying food. 
Now read Luke 9:23-25; John 14: 18-23. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By. Vivian D. Gunderson 


EFORE we study today’s lesson let 

us put on the chart the seven signs 
John has given us proving that Jesus is 
God. (His turning water to wine, heal- 
ing the nobleman’s son, healing the man 
at the pool, feeding the five thousand, 
walking on the sea, giving sight to the 
blind man, raising Lazarus from the 
dead.) 

John 11 gave us the wonderful story 
of the raising of Lazarus. John 12 tells 
of the Lord’s last recorded visit to Beth- 
any. Read John 12:1. Jesus knew that 
He was to be crucified the following 
week. Every lamb that had been sacri- 
ficed since the Passover night in Egypt 
fifteen centuries before, was a type of 
the Lamb of God coming to die for our 
sins. Knowing what was before Him, 
He went to the supper in Simon’s house, 
where Lazarus also sat at the table as 
guest, and Martha served. At this supper 
Mary anointed His feet with very costly 
perfume. She had to have some way to 
express her love for her Saviour, the 
One who had brought her brother back 
to life. Judas was angry at what he 
thought was a waste, because he would 


_have liked to get his fingers on some 


of the money for which the perfume 
could have been sold. Read what Jesus 
said in verses 7, 8. Mary understood 
more about His coming death and resur- 
rection than anyone else, perhaps she 
had spent time sitting at His feet, listen- 
ing to Him. 

Many Jews stopped in that evening at 
Simon’s house to see Jesus and to see 
Lazarus, whom He had raised from the 
dead; and many went away believing 
on Jesus. The chief priests began plot- 
ting the death of Lazarus as well as 
Jesus because by reason of Lazarus many 
believed in Jesus! There is no record 
that Lazarus did or said anything to. 
anger the chief priests. But it was evi- 
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dent that he was alive after having been 
dead and buried four days, and that in 
itself was a testimony to the power of 
Christ. You remember that the Phari- 
sees were angry at the blind man of 
whom we read in John 9 because he had 
received sight from Jesus. Now they 
were angry at Lazarus because he had 
received life from Jesus. 

The next day the Lord went from 
Bethany to Jerusalem riding on a young 
donkey. Read verses 12-15. This has 
been called the Triumphal Entry, but 
our Lord did not feel it to be so. He 
knew that He would be crucified in less 
than a week in this same city. And 
even as the crowd was shouting His 
praises, some of the Pharisees among 
them said, “Master, rebuke thy disciples.” 
Jesus said to them, “If these should hold 
their peace, the stones would immedi- 
ately cry out” (Luke 19:39, 40). While 
the people were shouting Jesus was 
weeping, not about His approaching 
agony and death, but over the sins of 
Jerusalem, the greatest of which was the 
rejection of Himself; and the coming 
destruction of the city because of this 
(told in Luke 19). 

Read John 12:20-22. The Bible does 
not tell us why these Greeks or Gentiles 
wanted to see Jesus, nor if they got to 
do so. Some people think that they 
wanted to offer Him an earthly king- 
dom. They could see very plainly that 
the Jewish leaders did not want Christ 
to reign over their nation. We don’t 
know, but we do know that the Lord 
Jesus would not let the offer of any 
earthly kingdom, nor anything else, turn 
Him aside from the Cross. He knew He 
must die for sins if either Jews or Gen- 
tiles were to be saved. Read verses 
23, 24. 

Jesus could have gone back to Heaven 
without ever dying, but then He would 
have gone alone, and all of us would 
have been forever shut out, because of 
our sins. He used as an example a grain 
of wheat, which must be planted and die 
before there can be any crop, to teach 
this truth to His disciples. Read verse 
25. The Lord Jesus did not love His 
life and try to prolong it on this earth, 
as most people do. Instead He willingly 
gave it up that we might have eternal 
life. He asks those who would serve 
Him to take up their cross and follow 
Him. Notice that we are not to take 
up His cross. No one but Christ could 
die for the world, but He asks His fol- 
lowers to put the glory of God and the 
blessing of others ahead of their own 
lives. Many Christians have laid down 
their lives for Christ and for others. 
These are now in Heaven with their 
Lord and are going to be specially hon- 
ored by the Father. You and I may 
not be called upon to die, but we must 
put the Lord’s will ahead of our own 
comfort and convenience, if we are to be 
true followers of Christ. 

Read verses 27, 28. Three times over 
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in the life of Christ we read of God the 
Father’s voice being heard from Heaven. 
What did He say when Jesus was bap- 
tized? (“This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.”) What did 
God say on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion? (“This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”) 
This third time God spoke directly to 
His Son. Some think that Jesus did not 
pray, “Father, save the from this hour,” 
for He knew that He had come to earth 
to die. But rather that he asked the 
question, “How shall I pray, ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? For this pur- 
pose I came into the world.” Then He 
prayed, “Father, glorify thy name.” God 
answered immediately aloud, “I have 
both glorified it, and wil] glorify it 
again.” Read ‘verses 29, 30. Although 
God spoke directly to Jesus, this was 
another testimony to the fact that Jesus 


was sent by Him, and it should ‘have’ 


made everyone in Jerusalem afraid to 
harm the holy Son of God. 

Read verses 31, 32. Here are three 
things that will be accomplished by the 
Cross. (1) The world judged and con- 
demned. The sin of this world in re- 
jecting and crucifying the Lord of glory 
cannot be forgiven. The earth is to be 
burned up in judgment for this awful 
sin, (2) Satan, the prince of this world, 
is to be cast out. He was defeated 
forever at the Cross. Ever since he 
was cast out of Heaven, he has hated 
the Lord Jesus and tried to injure His 
cause at every turn. But when Christ 
died on the cross, His mighty work was 
finished, and all hell cannot keep one 
believing soul out of Heaven. (3) The 
Cross would draw all men to Christ. 
Many have been drawn to Him for sal- 
vation. The story of the Cross melts 
hearts and wins men to the Saviour. 
Those who refuse to be drawn to Him 
in grace will be drawn to Him for judg- 
ment. All men must come and bow be- 
fore Him, the unsaved owning Him Lord 
of all before they go to their final doom. 
Because of the Cross, God has decreed that 
all created beings shall kneel before His 
Son. In which group will you kneel? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for theyentire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


They Died Before They Started.—He 
that loveth his life shall lose it; and 
he that hateth his life in this world shall 
keep it unto life eternal (John 12:25, 
Golden Text). When James Calvert 
went out to cannibal Fiji with the 
message of the Gospel, the captain of the 
ship in which he traveled sought to dis- 
suade him. “You will risk your life 
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and all those with you if you go among 
such savages,” he said, Calvert’s mag- 
nificent reply was, “We died before we 
came here.” And yet he would have 
been the last to talk about sacrifice; it 
was not a life of sacrifice, but of real 
pleasure.—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration, 


Seeing Christ First—We would see 
Jesus (John 12:21). A little four-year- 
old boy would say to his parents in the 
morning, “I will not get up until I see 
Jesus.” At first they could not under- 
stand what he meant. Then they re- 
membered the picture of Christ hanging 
in the room and understood. Not until 
it was light enough so that he could see 
the picture of Jesus would he get up. 
But I believe there is here a lesson for 
all of us. We should never begin our 
day’s work or speak to our fellow men 
until we have seen Jesus. I suggest this 
as a motto and a practice for the new 
year, “I will not get up until I have seen 
Jesus.” If that becomes our daily rule, 
I am sure we will have a blessed new 
year.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Mary E. Lauver, Philadelphia, 


Why This Waste?—Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit (John 12:24). Go to 
the old burying’ ground of Northampton, 
Mass., and look upon the early grave of 
David Brainerd, beside that of the fair 
Jerusha Edwards, whom he loved but 
did not live to wed. What hopes, what 
expectations for Christ’s cause went 
down to the grave with the wasted form 
of that young missionary of whose work 
nothing now remained but the dear 
memory, and a few score of swarthy In- 
dian converts! But that majestic, old 
Puritan saint, Jonathan Edwards, who 
had hoped to calk him his son, gathered 
up the memorials of his life in a little 
book, and the little book took wings and 
flew beyond the sea, and alighted on the 
table of a Cambridge student, Henry 
Martyn. Poor Martyn! Why should he 
throw himself away, with all his schol- 
arship, his genius, his opportunities! 
What had he accomplished when he 
turned homeward from “India’s coral 
strand,” broken in health, and dragged 
himself northward as far as that dreary 
khan at Tocat by the Black Sea, where 
he crouched under the piled-up saddles, 
to cool his burning fever against the 
earth, and there died alone? To what 
purpose was this waste? Out of that early 
grave of Brainerd, and the lonely grave 
of Martyn far away by the splashing 
Euxine Sea, has sprung the noble army 
of modern missionaries —From Streams 
in the Desert. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can.; and Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 

Lack of Evidence.—If any man serve 
me, let him follow me (John 12:26). To 
many of us the idea of witness is the 
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proclamation of the word of the Gospel 
either from the pulpit of a church or in 
personal testimony, and we call that wit- 
nessing. The blight which is resting 
upon the life and witness of the work of 
Jesus Christ today is a lack of visible 
evidence. The real trouble is the kind 
of Christian you are and I am.—From 
the Rev. George B. Duncan. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Needle and the Thread.—If any 
man serve me, let him follow me (John 
12:26). “O Lord, Thou art the needle 
and I am the cotton.” So prayed a con- 
verted native of the Belgian Congo one 
evening at a mission station. It seems 
a strange utterance to us, but it came 
from the African’s heart. He had vis- 
ited the mission school that day and had 
observed, while watching the girls sew- 
ing, how the cotton thread always fol- 
lowed the needle. “Follow me,” our 
Lord told His disciples. He would have 
us be so close to Him at all times, so 
completely yielded to Him, that we 
would follow Him as directly and de- 
pendently as the thread follows the 
needle.—F rom the Pilgrim. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Answered—But Not in His Way.—Jesus 
answered and said, This voice came not 
because of me, but for your sakes (John 
12:30). A godly man, who had four un- 
godly sons, prayed that when he came 
to die his end might be so radiant with 
grace that his boys, seeing how a Chris- 
tian can die, might be won to the Sav- 
iour. The end came, and with it a great 
horror of darkness. His four sons, 
aghast, saw a fierce and terrible strug- 
gle, in which the dying saint felt himself 
\forsaken by God; then he passed quietly 
away. The eldest son said, “Boys, if a 
good man, like our father, can have such 
a death, what will ours be like?” and 
kneeling down, he prayed for pardon 
through Christ. He led his three brothers 
to the Saviour. God can answer prayer 
for the unsaved while reserving to Him- 
self the means.—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans, 


The Need for Calvary.—And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me (John 12:32). An English 
soldier was converted in the trenches 
during World War I, and wrote home to 
his mother, “This war had to occur that 
I might be saved.” The mother showed 
the letter to her minister and remarked 
that the boy was unduly magnifying the 
importance of his salvation. The min- 
ister agreed with the boy. “Madam,” he 
said, “not only this war but Calvary 
had to occur to save your boy.” God 
used the wrath which raged both at Cal- 
vary and through that awful war ex- 
perience to bring the lad to his Saviour. 
—From the Presbyterian, Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
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Lesson for March 14 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Honoring Jesus (John 12:1-7, 20-22) 


HAT do you do when Mother has 
done something especially nice for 
you? The Lord had done something 
wonderfully good for Mary and Martha. 
When He came again to their home, they 
were so happy now with all the family 
together that they wanted to do some- 
thing special for Him. There was a big 
dinner.“ Lazarus was one of the men 
at the table with Him. They were not 
sitting on chairs as we do, but lying on 
couches or pillows. (Show a picture.) 
Martha’s love was shown in the work 
of getting the dinner ready and serving 
it. Quiet Mary was probably helping, 
too, but her heart was just bursting with 
love for the good Lord. Then, too, she 
may have understood some of the things 
He had been Saying lately about giving 
His life. Oh, she must do something for 
Him! There was that precious jar of 
perfume she had. (Now one can buy 
perfume at the five-and-ten. But this 
perfume, called spikenard, or nard for 
short, cost so much! It was made from 
little plant root stocks in the far-away 
mountains of India.) 

Away she hurried to her room and 
back with the precious jar. Not just a 
few drops, but all of it—in her love 
—she poured onto the Lord’s feet. See- 
ing His feet wet with so much per- 
fume, she leaned over and with her own 
soft, long hair wiped away the drops. 
How the sweet perfume filled the whole 
room! 

The Lord saw her love, but not Judas. 
“Look at all the money she wasted! Why 
wasn’t that perfume sold and that sixty 
dollars given to ‘the poor?” Did Judas 
love the poor that much, as Mary loved 
the Lord?” Oh, no! It is a sad secret. 
But Judas was treasurer for the Twelve 
and carried the money bag. He used to 
steal out of it for himself! And he was 
itching to get hold of some of that sixty! 
The Lord spoke up for Mary, saying that 
she had brought her perfume before He 
died, instead of afterward like the others. 

As you read John 12 this week, you 
will find how other people honored the 
Lord Jesus as they heard the exciting 
story of His making Lazarus alive. Even 
foreigners came and wanted to see Him. 
They went to Philip and said, “We would 
see Jesus” (John 12:21, Memory Verse). 
That pleased the Lord. He knew He 
was to die for all people, not just the 
Jews, so all people might come to God. 
He told the Greeks, His disciples, and 
others who might be listening, “He that 
loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this. world shall keep 
it unto life eternal” (John 12:25, Golden 
Text). 

He illustrated it by a seed (show one) 
which did not want to die in the dark, 





,do you know what happened? 
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cold ground, but stay in the warm sun- 
shine. By and by that selfish little seed 
just dried up and died anyway! But this 
seed (show another one) let itself be 
buried in the dark ground. (Plant in a 
pot or dish of dirt.) It died—but out 
of it came new life, new green leaves, 
new blossoms, and, oh, so many more 
seeds than were planted! It died, but 
it kept on living! It pictures the Lord 
Jesus; it pictures us, too (John 11:25, 26). 
Cut awards for the memory work from 
white paper in the shape of a jar or 
flask. ; 

A little boy gave his lunch to the Lord 
Jesus. Mary gave her precious perfume. 
The Greeks gave their trust and faith. 
Philip and others gave their very lives 
to work for the Lord. What will you 
give Him? 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


UPPOSE you had lived when the Lord 
Jesus lived. And suppose you had 
known that He was going to die. And 
suppose you had wanted to give Him 
something very, very special. Would you 
have given Him something that you liked 
a great deal? Or would you have given 
Him something you weren’t too fond of? 
Would you like to know what one 
woman gave to the Lord Jesus, and did 
for Him, shortly before He died? Sit up 
real straight and listen real hard, for 
this is a lesson you won’t want to forget. 
The enemies of the Lord Jesus were 
searching for Him, for they wanted to 
kill Him (John 11:56, 57). Oh, they had 
tried to kill Him before (Luke 4:29; 
John 8:37, 59; 10:31, 39). But because it 
was not the hour for Him to die, they 
were never able to do what was in their 
hearts to do. God the Father had plan- 
ned the exact hour for His Son's death, 
and no man—no army of men—can 
change God’s plan one tiny bit! 

After the Lord Jesus had raised Laz- 
arus from the dead, some of the people 
hated the Lord Jesus even more than 
before. You see, some of the Jewish 
people who knew of Lazarus’s being 
brought back to life, had believed on the 
Lord Jesus (11:45; 12:11). And the Jew- 
ish leaders, of course, did not -like this 
at all, That is why they were anxious 
to find the Lord Jesus—they wanted to 
kill Him. 

So when the Jews heard that the Lord 
Jesus was in Bethany, they came to see 
Him. But not only did they want to see 
Him. They also wanted to see Lazarus, 
who also lived in that town. They 
wanted to see with their very own eyes 
this man who had been dead and now was 
alive. And they wanted to see the One 
who had brought him back to life. So 
The Lord 


Jesus and Lazarus were guests together 
at a very lovely supper (Matt. 26:6-13; 
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Mark 14:3-9). 
She was busy serving. And Lazarus's 


Martha, too, was there. 


other sister, Mary, was there. It was 
Mary who wanted to do something 
very special for the Lord Jesus. She 
had worshiped Him before, you will re- 
member (Luke 10:39, 42), and perhaps 
that is why she understood that soon He 
was to die. And because she knew that, 
she came prepared to show Him that she 
loved Him. 


Mary had in a little box, some oint- 
ment, a kind of lovely, fragrant perfume. 
And it was very expensive (about $60 ' 
in our money!). She loved that perfume. 
It was doubtless the loveliest thing that 
Mary had. And it was hers. It was the 
sort of thing that all women would have 
loved to have had. But this was Mary’s 
very own. 


Opening her box, she poured the 
precious perfume on the feet of the 
Son of God. Oh, how delightful was 
the fragrance! Do you know that it 
could be smelled throughout the whole 
house? (v. 3.) And then. Mary did the 
most amazing thing. She took her beau- 
tiful long, long hair and used it as you 
would use a towel—she wiped the Lord 
Jesus’ feet with her hair! Oh, how she 
loved Him! How glad she was that she 
could give Him the thing which she had 
loved most and best. The nearer it came 
time for His death, the more she loved 
Him. 


But there was someone else there. 
Someone else, who hated the Lord Jesus 
more and more as the time for Him to 
die came nearer. He was Judas, one of 
the Lord Jesus’ disciples. Judas, when 
he saw Mary give her love gift, asked 
with a heart full of hate, ““‘Why was this 
perfume not sold for sixty dollars and 
the money given to the poor?’ He said 
this, not because he cared for the poor, 
but because he was a thief” (Williams’ 
Translation), and he was in the habit 
of taking the money that belonged to all 
of the disciples. He really wanted that 
sixty dollars for himself, you see. Oh, 
how he had grown to hate the Lord 


- Jesus! 


But the Lord Jesus who knew the 
heart of wicked Judas, also knew the 
heart of the loving Mary. That is why 
He replied, “Let her alone.” She has 
done a good deed to me. She has done 
it to prepare me for my burial. 

She had understood, almost better 
than ‘anyone else, perhaps, that the Lord 
Jesus was to die. And she had given 
Him, while He was still living, what 
others might give Him after He died. 
Because she loved the Lord Jesus with 
all her heart, she gave Him the very best 
that she had. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


ve 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 172) 


1. It marks the end of His public min- 
istry, from which He entérs into the 
shadows of the Cross. 


2. The call of the Gentiles. 


3. His ministry was within the confines 
of Israel (Matt. 15:24; Rom, 15:8), with 
only an occasional contact with the Gen- 
tile world. The Cross broke down the 
“wall of partition” (Luke 12:50; Eph. 
2:14). 


4, They were probably “proselytes of 
the gate,” attracted by the pure mono- 
theism and the higher ethics of Judaism. 
This would give them access to the court 
of the Gentiles. 


5. They were from the same town— 
Bethsaida. 


6. To His own death. 


7. The same elements of conflict are 
present, though with less intensity. See 
Topics for Development. 


8. Three times (Matt. 3:17; Luke 9:35; 
John 12:28). 


9. The judgment of this world and its 
prince (v. 31); the extensjon of salvation 
to all the world (v. 32). 


10. It is the gateway to glory (v. 23), 
the imperative of harvest (v. 24), the 
path of life (v. 25), and the gauge of 
service (v> 26). 


ELMuuvrstT, ILL, 
we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1954 


HE Sunpay Scnoot Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1954 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school. 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The [Illustration Round 


Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
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help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1954 lesson list. 


Ne 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Lessons on Daniel. By R. H. Boll. (The 
Word and Work, 2518 Portland Ave., 
Louisville 12, Ky., $2.) The Book of Dan- 
iel needs careful interpreting. Anyone 
who is seeking help in understanding 
the text of Daniel’s message will find 
it worth while to consult this present 
work. In seventeen chapters of sane and 
sound comment, the author throws much 
light on the record of Daniel’s experi- 
ences in Babylon, his character and con- 
duct, and his prophecies and their mean- 
ing. Daniel’s prayer life, his gift of 
interpreting dreams, the great image of 
Nebuchadnezzar,«the lions’ den, the four 
beasts, the seventy weeks are all intel- 
ligently discussed. Mr. Boll is commend- 
ably aware of the fact that much of the 
Book of Daniel is prophecy, rather than 
all history, as the Modernist would make 
it, and that the ending of the “times of 
the Gentiles,” the occurrence of the 
Great Tribulation, and the establishing 
of Christ’s Kingdom (by His power, not 
man’s) are events yet to happen. A spe- 
cial feature of this book is the section 
at the close of each chapter titled “Spe- 
cial Notes and Personal Thoughts.” These 
consist of observations of interest and 
textual applications of practical value 
that add much to the volume’s useful- 
ness, 


Spurgeon’s Sermons. Volume 20. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $2.95.) With the appearing of this 
work,’a twenty-volume set of the ser- 
mons of Charles Haddon Spurgeon is 
now completely published and available. 
This last volume in this reprint edition, 
known as a “Memorial Library,” brings 
to us only one complete sermon, for 
most of its four hundred pages are de- 
voted to biographical material. It 
amounts to a “Life of Spurgeon,” and 
is most interesting and informative. The 
great preacher’s background, convic- 
tions, call to the ministry, talents, and 
influence are attractively portrayed. 
There are many quotations throughout, 
taken from Spurgeon’s letters and ser- 


mons, from his lectures to students in . 


his Pastors’ College, and from book re- 
views written in his publication The 
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Sword and the Trowel. These are 
all choice morsels and reveal Mr. 
Spurgeon’s alertness, spirituality, broad 
knowledge, Gospel fidelity, and, not the 
least of his characteristics, his sharp wit 
and kindly humor. Students for the 
ministry, among others, will profit by, 
as well as enjoy, the reading of this 
book. 


Outline Studies in the New Testament; 
Acts to Ephesians. By Wm. G. Moore- 
head. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $3.) Here is a reprint edition 
of another standard work in the field 
of Bible study. The author taught at, 
and was president of, the Xenia Theo- 
logical Seminary. His name appears on 
the title page of the Scofield Reference 
Bible as one of the consulting editors. 
Dr. Moorehead wrote several volumes 
of outline studies in the Bible. The 
book at hand covers Acts, Romans, 1 and 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians. 
For each of these there is given an ex- 
tended analysis, including an outline, and 
a discussion of the leading thoughts. 
The characteristics of the books, and 
their distinctive emphases as compared 
with and contrasted to each other, are 
expertly explained. In his own words, 
Dr, Moorehead’s aim was, “to point out 
as clearly and briefly as possible what 
it conceived to be the design and the 
fundamental] truth of these great Scrip- 
tures.” That aim has been accomplished 
in these remarkably able studies. They 
are well worth being republished and 
will be of as great help to the present 
generation of Bible students as they were 
to the past, 


Til Night Is Gone. By Phyllis Prim- 
mer. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.) Going through this 
book with Elaine Taylor, college girl and 
missionary, is an experience not soon 
to be forgotten. From graduation night 
when she and Mel Kamp bécame en- 
gaged, the reader follows almost breath- 
lessly as Elaine sails alone for Africa 
and the mission field, wearing Mel’s dia- 
mond and packing a gorgeous wedding 
dress. Mel, after finishing his medical 
course, was to come out, one year later, 
and they would be married. The separa- 
tion was hard, but if it was in the plan 
of God for their lives, they were will- 
ing. Other fine, strong, and interesting 
characters move through the pages, Mis- 
sion life in Africa is vividly portrayed. 
And then it happened, that strange ac- 
cident that meant blindness and going 
the way alone. But the sheer beauty 
of this heart-warming book is the tested 
faith of the principal characters. The 
speech and the setting are modern and 
up-to-date, but there is nothing lurid or 
far-fetched in this clean, bright, beau- 
tiful story, as Elaine herself records her 
experiences and her innermost thoughts. 


The Wolf. Dog. By Ken Anderson. 


(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $2.) Tooley and his “Maw” 











Lesson for March -14 


were very poor; Tooley was spindling 
and his legs were twisted and lame—and 
the children called him Rattlebones. 
The little fellow was very lonely and 
unhappy, until a Gypsy man gave him a 
_puppy which he named “Gyp.” Tooley 
loved the dog with all his heart, though 
no one seermed to think he should keep 
it. Maw said she had troubles enough 
and could not feed it. Coss Ginsford, 
a keeper of sheep on a near-by ranch, 
said Gyp was a “varmit,” a wolf pup 
that would surely give trouble some day, 
But Tooley’s whole life was changed, 
for he had never been so happy before. 
And then it was that Timothy Weaver, 
the new minister of the little church 
near by that had long been closed, 
walked right into Tooley’s heart just 
when he was needed most, The story is 
thrilling from beginning to end, with 
God working out His eternal purposes. 
in needy hearts, as a truly great dog 
was vindicated. It is not to be won- 
dered at that the book was chosen as 
a prize winner in Zondervan’s $1,000 
Juvenile Christian Fiction Contest. 


Sam’s Big Worry. By Eunice Young 
Smith. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6; $1.75.) Sam Squirrel worked hard to 
lay up his winter supply of food, so 
why shouldn’t he worry when Lumpity 
Bumpity, the little brown bear, kept 
breaking into his pantry and eating up 
all his acorns, thornapples, and sun- 
flower seed? But after Lumpity had 
done it the third time, Sam was des- 
perate, and sought the advice of his 
friends. Bluejay told him to give Lump- 
ity a good peck on the nose, and Bumble 
Bee told him to sting the intruder. 
Mother Skunk gave some good advice, 
too, but Sam couldn’t follow any of it. 
O. Possum, Tucker Turtle, Jack Rabbit, 
and other friends tried to help, but all 
to no avail. Then, one day, the problem 
was solved—it solved itself most satis- 
factorily, and Lumpity Bumpity decided 
that it would be far better to hunt for 
his own food. The pictures, in black 
and white and in rich color, are lovely, 
and the book, beautifully bound and 
reinforced for possible rough handling, 
will be a delight to beginning readers. 


Dear Little Deer. By Maj Lindman. 
(Albert’ Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
$1.50.) The author of “Flicka, Ricka, and 
Dicka” has already in other stories in- 
troduced her small readers to Stina and 
Per, who now live near a forest in 
Sweden. Since it is springtime, the 
brother and sister discover a whole book 
full of surprises—snowbirds waiting to 
be fed; deer, ducks and swans, also tre- 
mendously hungry; a hedgehog who 
seems most inquisitive; a red dog that 
turns out to be a fox; and lastly, a huge 
brown elk with spreading antlers. Then, 
one day, while picking wild strawberries, 
the children find a young deer that can- 
not walk because it has a broken leg. 
Per carries. the creature home, where 
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Mother pets it gently, and Father sets 
the poor leg and puts it in a _ splint. 
One of the last pictures shows the dog, 
cat, and now very tame deer huddled 
together on a rug before the big Swed- 
ish fireplace, while close by Stina reads 
to Per from her favorite book, Shortly 
after, one sees the deer being given its 
freedom in the forest home. The illus- 
trations in color are unusually appealing 
and share the book equally with the 
large, heavy-print story. 


Paul the Apostle. By Gerald R. Giving. 
(Augsburg Pub, House, Minneapolis 15; 
25 cents, or $2.75 per doz.) Attractive 
and interesting is this work on the life 
of Paul. The sixteen large pages are 
more than half made up of very many 


* black and white pen sketches of maps, 


persons, scenes, and objects having to do 
with his life and ministry. The format 
is unusual. There is freshness and orig- 
inality in the text, which is packed with 
concise historical and other information, 
and all in accord with the Bible record. 
Juniors will pore over the many inter- 
esting pictures, and it is an admirable, 
short missionary course or textbook for 
young people’s groups, or for Sunday 
schoo] teachers. Both pictures and text 
give a vivid portrayal of the life, min- 
istry, and teaching of the great apostle. 
The cover is heavy, decorative paper. 


Young Folks Bible Quiz Book. By 
Christine McDonald. (The World Pub. 
Co., Cleveland 2; $2.) Instead of using an 
index, this better-than-average Bible 
quiz book endeavors to present its 202 
chapters or lessons in,alphabetical order. 
For example, under the letter “P,” are 
the titles, “Physiological Memory Test,” 
“Plants,” “Pots and Pans,” “Prayers,” 
“Pre-Christmas Quizzes,” “Prophets,” 
“Psalm or Proverb—Which?” and others. 
Each lesson is made up of exactly ten 
questions. One :chosen at random un- 
der the title, “God,” begins—1. Who said, 
“If it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
jt?” 2. To whom did God say, “I AM 
THAT I AM”? 3. Who uttered these 
beautiful words, “The heavens declare 
the glory of God”? By which one may 
understand how such lessons, whether 
in public or in private uSe, may be help- 
ful in a spiritual way as well as stimu- 
lating mentally. 

But it would seem that in so large a 
selection, something on the ‘blood, blood 
atonement, or redemption should have 
been included. There are, however, ac- 
ceptable quizzes on “Miracles,” “Easter,” 
“Salvation,” and “The Scriptures.” An- 
swers with references are found in the 
Second half of the volume. 


Here Comes the Bookmobile. By Dirk 
Gringhuis. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chi- 
cago 6; $2.) Aunt Kay, the county 
librarian, took Tommy, her little nephew, 
with her when she visited the country 
schools with her big red Bookmobile. 
They first stopped at the County Library 
and took on the books that the boys and 
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girls had asked for, and many others 
that they didn’t know they wanted! 
Tommy learned what a great service 
Aunt Kay was rendering to children who 
had, at best, just a little “corner library” 
in their schools, with not much choice 
of reading matter. And he found what 
a real satisfaction it gave him to be able 
to influence a boy to read the kind of 
book he ought to read. The result of the 
trip was that Tommy changed his mind 
about his life work. This is not only 
an attractively illustrated 
story for entertainment, but it is one 
that will help the child with his reading 
habits. 


Tim Trains His Terrier. By Edith Heal. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
cloth, $1.50.) When Cappy, a professional 
animal trainer, retired from the circus, 
he was not unhappy, for he already had 
a plan to keep him from missing the 
Big Tent too much. And his idea was 
to result in blessing to the boys and 
girls—and dogs—of Cherryville. He 
started a training class in which he en- 
listed fourteen boys and girls with their 
pet dogs. Before the class had gradu- 
ated, every one of those beloved pets 
had learned to “heel,” to “sit,” to “lie 
down,” to “come,” and to “stay,” and 
each received the P.D, degree (Pal Dog). 
The story centers around Tim and his 
terrier, who will find a place in every 
child’s heart. The black-and-white illus- 
trations by Marge Opitz are very appeal- 
ing; and the children will profit by the 
lessons of obedience. taught to their pets. 


The Triplets Take Over. By Bertha B. 
Moore. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) It was hard 
enough to have Mother go away to Aunt 
Nell in the hospital, but when Daddy 
Baer’s: business demanded that he also 
travel afar, that was worse. But the 
Baer triplets, Ted, Iva, and Iona, carry 
their worries to the Burden-Bearer with 
whom they are well acquainted, and set- 
tle down to life with Rosebud, the fat, 
colored cook. 

Then Rosebud gets lumbago and the 
doctor prescribes rest in bed. And the 
country cousins, Wayne and Diann, ar- 
rive for an unannounced visit. When the 
triplets try to entertain their guests. in 
a big department store, the two boys 
get lost. And they are no sooner found 
than Rosebud turns up missing. Trou- 
bles continue to mount, for in an effort 
to feed the cousins well, the triplets 
spend all their grocery allowance so 
there is nothing left for the circus. But 
even this is taken to Jesus, and the an- 
swer comes most unexpectedly. _Inci- 
dentally the cousins learn what it means 
to behave as well as to believe the Gos- 
pel of Christ. 


For Such an Hour. By Ruth Margaret 
Gibbs. (The Church Press, Glendale, 
Calif., 50 cents.) Though woven around 
such everyday things as gardens, flowers, 
mountain vistas, “Mr. Ground-hog,” and 
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“Winter’s pointed steel of icicles,” all but 
four of the forty-four poems that make 
up this fine little brochure have a true 
Bible message. At least two are char- 
acter portraits, picturing John the Be- 
loved, and Judas. Several, including two 
patriotic poems, “A Soldier Speaks” and 
“Be Strong, My Land,” challenge one 
to stronger courage and faith. Stanzas 
headed “Beyond the Journey,” “I Shall 
Not Want,” and “The Touch,” are, as their 
titles indicate, comfort capsules assur- 
ing the troubled heart that “sorrow’s rod 

. is but a name for the tender hand 
of God.” 

The author’s husband has added to the 
book’s attractiveness by decorating with 
black and white silhouettes the poems 
“The Little House That Faith Built,” 
“Giant Sequoias,” “Grace at Meals,” and 
“To Bethlehem.” The fact that at least 
seventeen different periodicals have pre- 
viously placed these verses is proof of 
their quality. 


My First Book About Jesus. By Mary 
Alice Jones. Illustrated by Robert Hatch. 
(Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 80; $1.) 
Scenes from the land and the time of 
Christ stand out in artistic design and 
gorgeous coloring from every page of this 
large and remarkably beautiful book for 
children. The costumes and the houses 
of that day are very well portrayed, with 
some striking harvest pictures, as well 
as pictures of boats and fishermen at the 
Sea of Galilee: The Lord Jesus is pic- 
tured walking along the highway, some- 
times alone, but more often in conver- 
sation with men or with little children 
who flock about Him. The accompany- 
ing text, in short and simple sentences, 
gives very brief statements about His 
life and teaching. A bit unusual is the 
unmistakable smile on the face of Christ 
in several of the pictures as He talks 
with the children, but it is not in any 
way objectionable. 


Manners and Customs of Bible Lands. 
By Fred H. Wight. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $4.) “If you do not wish to be- 
lieve the Bible, do not visit the Holy 
Land,” someone has said. Much knowl- 
edge of the Holy Land may be gained 
today without visiting the land from 
which God gave His Word. Mr. Wight 
Shows us how the land enables us to 
understand the Word of God. It is in 
reality a commentary on the whole Bible. 
Much misunderstanding of the Scrip- 
tures comes from unfamiliarity with the 
customs of the Orient. Do not be dis- 
couraged because you cannot walk where 
our Lord walked. In fact, one might 
live in that land for years and not gain 


all of the information contained in this’ 


book. As one reads it he is astonished 
by the amount of work done by the 
author. The reference notes in the back 
cover eighteen pages. Sixty-nine books 
and magazine articles are listed in the 
bibliography. The general index, en- 
abling the reader to find any subject 
discussed, covers five pages. The Scrip- 
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ture index lists almost eleven hundred 
texts. Surely the author has labored 
in his effort to bring to you the true 
meaning of God’s message. We recom- 
mend this book as one which will enable 
you to understand many passages over 
which you may have stumbled. 


Steep Ascent. By Dorothy Dennison. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.25.) An 
excellent story is this, woven about the 
life of a great surgeorf and his sweet- 
heart wife. Giles Erwin as a young boy 
had the ambition to become a doctor, 
and his hard climb to the pinnacle of 
success as one of the great surgeons of 
his day, is a tale that grips the reader to 
the last word. The plot is deep and well 
laid, and the conversations fascinating 
and sincere, revealing many of the prob- 
lems and the ethics of a doctor’s pro- 
fession. While Giles and his wife Rosa- 
mund occupy the center of the stage, yet 
a number of other interesting people 
come and go, and the work is rich in 


clever analyses of human character and ° 


conduct. The literary quality is high, and 
the story singularly wholesome, clean, 
and natural, showing also the happy 
home and family life in an English coun- 
tryside. It is perhaps not what would 
be regarded as the usual religious fiction, 
but rather subtly discloses that Giles and 
Rosamund are true Christians, and the 
heart of the Gospel message shines 
through in unmistakable clearness. 


Ephesians. By F. B. Meyer. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.95.) The fresh treatment given the 
Ephesian Epistle by the gifted Dr. Meyer 
is once more available in this reprint 
edition. There is no attempt here at a 
verse-by-verse analysis. Rather, the 
meaning of the text of this great Epistle 
is expounded by a consideration of its 
characteristic key-words. Fifteen mes- 
Sages include, among others, the follow; 
ing topics: “The Father,” “In Him,” 
“Heavenly Places,” “The Holy Spirit,” 
“Filled,” “Our Walk,” and “The Christian 
Armed.” These chain-reference studies 
within the Book of Ephesians, combined, 
present a thorough examination of the 
basic and leading themes of the Epistle. 
Read with Bible at hand, they will throw 
new light on that which has been called 
“the epistle of the inner life.” New con- 
verts especially will benefit by the read- 
ing of this nontechnical, devotional com- 
mentary. 


Three Shall Be One. By Francena 
Arnold. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 
Misunderstanding and difficulties can 
arise between two young people in their 
early married life, even though they con- 
tinue to be deeply in love, as Tony and 
Pat were finding out. It is true that the 
actual break between them was caused 
by a very unwise mother-in-law. But 
the perils that threaten any young 
couple who leave all thought of God out 
of their lives are well illustrated through 
many exciting episodes and a mystery 
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that keeps the reader guessing until 
almost the last page. The beautiful fam- 
ily life in a Christian home becomes the 
means of drawing Pat and Tony to the 
Lord and back to each other in a new 
and undreamed-of happiness. 


In the Steps of Jesus. By H. V. Morton. 
(Dodd, Mead and Company, New York 
16; $3.) A perceptive globe-trotter whose 
brilliant travelogues have been best 
sellers, H. V. Morton published nearly 
twenty years ago “In the Steps of the 
Master,” a fascinating record of his jour- 
neyings through the Holy Land. He has 
now rewritten that book, adapting it for 
young people of high school age and 
adding many up-to-date pictures. The 
result is a beautiful piece of work, grip- 
pingly interesting, full of vivid details, 
describing the impact of modern ideas 
and inventions upon ancient Palestine, 
and at the same time making the Gospels 
alive and understandable. The one un- 
fortunate feature of this otherwise highly 
commendable account is its needless im- 
pugning of verbal inspiration (p. 11). 
Aside from that, however, what Mr. Mor- 
ton relates is illuminating, reverent, and 
inspirational. 


Jehovah of the Watchtower. By Walter 
R. Martin and Norman H. Klann.( Bib- 
lical Truth Pub, Society, Inc., New York; 
may be obtained from Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIL, $1.75.) In this de- 
tailed analysis of Russellism, the heresy 
that prefers the title, Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, two young scholars have collab- 
orated to provide evangelicals with a 
thorough, objective criticism of a per- 
nicious cult that is making rapid head- 
way. After sketching the shabby history 
of this deviant from New Testament 
Christianity, the authors set forth its 
doctrines, and then, without rancor or 
sarcasm, subject them to devastating re- 
buttal. While completely negative, their 
conclusions are based on extensive re- 
search and a scholarly grasp of lin- 
guistics and exegesis. Hence, all in all, 
this is the sort of study that is sorely 
needed in a day of proliferating sects— 
one that is impartial, full-length, ac- 
curate, and which breathes a spirit of 
deep concern for those who are deluded 
by error. 


We Can Win Others. By Theron Chas- 
tain. (Judson Press, Philadelphia 3; 75 
cents, paper.) To help pastor and people 
do the job of witnessing and winning 
others to Christ as He has commanded 
them to do, the author explains plans 
of action and methods that win. How 
the early Christians won others, the Bib- 
lical basis for evangelism, and the im- 
portance of personal spiritual growth 
are also discussed. Mr. Chastain writes 
with conviction, confidence, and enthu- 
siasm. The contents of this interestingly 
instructive handbook are well organized, 
clearly outlined, and aptly illustrated. 
While there is an occasional] turn of 
phrase that will not satisfy some con- 
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servative readers, the volume is worthy 
of the close attention of all Christians. 
The pertinent, practical, and persuasive 
material presented in its pages needs 
to be noticed and acted upon. When 
that happens, as it ought, the assertion 
of the book’s title will be demonstrated 
to the glory of God and the eternal wel- 
fare of those who are won. 


yy 
The Revival in the Hebrides 


(Continued from second page) 


church; and to their amazement they 
found it was crowded with the people 
from the village, and the whole night 
that church was packed with people get- 
ting right with God. One of the church 
officers of’ that very church gives this 
testimony: “Fourteen young men who 
used to frequent that den of iniquity, 
the public house, are meeting every 
Thursday in a prayer meeting.” In that 
village you will find three prayer meet- 
ings every week with a group of men 
continuously on their knees before God, 
praying that the revival may extend and 
develop throughout the whole of the 
Island. 

The Rev. Duncan Campbell testifies of 
that village: “There is not a single 
young man between the ages of eighteen 
and thirty-five who is not a praying 
member of that prayer meeting.” That 
is revival. 

There is no doubt about it, the Heb- 
rides have had a remarkable manifesta- 
tion of the presence and power of God 
—something greater than organization, 
greater than planning, something more 
convincing than a new effort in evange- 
lism. God Himself has been at work. 

The experience of the Hebrides shows 
that revival does not come as the result 
of committee organization and wonder- 
ful planning, but is always the result of 
men and women being rightly adjusted to 
one another and rightly adjusted to God, 
and who have a burden of prayer for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
Like other great revivals, it was started 
by two or three taking God at His word 
and giving Him no rest until] He had 
manifested His presence and His power 
in producing the consciousness of sin 
and the awakening of righteousness, and 
a new revelation of the power of the 
Cross of Calvary. 


The Wheaton Cruise 
to Bible Lands 


E Summer Bible Lands Tour, spon- 

sored each year by Wheaton Col- 
lege, will sail from New York on June 
30, 1954. Dr. Joseph P. Free, Professor 
of Archaeology at Wheaton and Archae- 
ological Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, is director of both the summer 
and early spring tours. Dr. and Mrs. 
Free will lead the tour which left New 
York on. February 25. The June 30 














tour will be conducted by Dr. and Mrs. 
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Kenneth Kantzer. Dr. Kantzer is chair- 
man of the Department of Bible and 
Philosophy at Wheaton College. 

The Summer Bible Lands Cruise, 
which is open to Christian people of 
all ages, lasts six weeks, with three 
weeks in the Palestine area. The group 
will sail on the new American express 
liner, S.S. Constitution, and will return 
to New York August 9 on the same ship. 

Dr. Free is thoroughly acquainted with 
the Palestine area. Dr. and Mrs. Free 
and their staff will resume excavation 
on the Dothan site during April, May, 
and June. He states: “The summer trip 
offers all the advantages of a sight-see- 
ing tour through the Holy Land, supple- 
mented with visits to Biblical and 
archaeological sites. Dr. Kantzer will 
provide on-the-spot Bible study of these 
historic spots and also present interest- 
ing lectures each morning aboard ship.” 

Descriptive bulletins of the summer 
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Moody 
TUB MRAULIEIE Since 1806 this 
world-renowned 
for school 

more effective has provided 

oe ree tuition-tree 

CHRISTIAN training for 

more than 
SERVICE 54,000 students 


8 basic courses. Practical, 
thorough training in the 
Bible and related subjects, 
Interdenominational . . . 
evangelical. 


FREE PICTURE BOOK 
of student life is yours 
for the asking. Also catalog. 
Write Office of Admissions, 
Room S-230 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
620 N. La Salle St. Chicago 10, 1M. 
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DIETZ SUPPLIES for a TRIUMPHANT EASTER 


Easter Scenery Background 
for Church or School Auditorium. 
Three blending scenes, beautifully 
reproduced in natural colors. 
Length 1914 ft., height 7 ft. —end 
sections 4 ft. 1044 in. wide; Cen- 
ter section 9 ft. 9 in. wide. Com- 
plete, delivery extra, $8.50. 


RECITATIONS AND PROGRAM HELPS 


EASTER PROGRAM BOOK NUMBER 
SIX. Beginner, Primary, Junior and 


Intermediate material 
(illustrated) 


THE RISEN 


closes with missionary 
"| emphasis; 


tations and Exercises; 10c. 


Responsive Readings, etc.; 


logues and Recitations for all ages; 40c. 


COKESBURY EASTER PROGRAM: Contains pageants, recitations 
and departmental programs for observance of Holy Week 


and Easter; various age groups; 35c. 


MEIGS EASTER SELECTIONS NO. 9: Playlets, Pantomimes and 


Recitations for all ages; 40c. 


EASTER HELPER NO. 54: Exercises and 
Recitations—all ages; 35c. ° 


NEW EASTER BUTTON 
No. 4. Shows yellow Cross, Hyacinths 
and white Easter Lilies against laven- 
der background with inscription, “He 
is Risen’’. (illustrated) —_ 25c; 100 
$2.00. 
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CHRIST: A reverent 
service narrating events Palm Sun- 
day to Easter; includes hymns and 


CHILDREN’S PRAISES: Songs, Reci- 


WELCOME EASTER MORN: Effective 
and impressive service with Songs, 
15c. 


EASTER SUGGESTION BOOK NO. 14: Drills, Tableaux,. Dia- 








CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION 


Pict-0-G: No. 2181: For flannel board—includes 
Prayer in the Garden, Betrayal, Trial, Christ carry- 
ing the Cross, etc. Complete $1.95. 


RESURRECTION MORN: 


Flanneigraph interpretation of the Easter message 
for the flannel board, prepared in attractive colors 
on flanneibiot stock. (iliustrated) complete $1.00. 


EASTER 
COIN COLLECTOR 
No. 537: Holds $1.00 in 
p emey maig + My ty 
dozen 60c.; 100 $3.95. 

No. 535: Same aesign 
as No. 537, size 5% 
3°, holds $1.00 in 
dimes with provision F 
for bills or checks: doz- 
en 65c; 100 $4 


GREETING CARDS 
New Easter assortment, 
12 lovely designs hon- 
oring the Risen Christ, 

appropriate Bible verses, with envelopes; Box 65¢e. 


EASTER SOUVENIRS 


CROSSES: Assorted designs in colors with Scri 4 
ture verses, 44%” length; Dozen 20c; 100 $1 


LUMINOUS CROSS NO. 3015: Cream white plastic 
with purple tassel, 242” length; each 15¢; doz. $1.65 


EASTER TAG U-5470: Colorful Tulip design; Scrip- 
ture greeting and text withcord; doz. 25c; 100$1.50. 


EASTER BULLETIN for Church Services. 
Two designs: ‘“‘Women at Tomb” or *‘Victori- 
ous Christ’ with Tomb in background. “(Designate 
design) 100 $2.00; 1000 $14.00, 


OFFERING ENVELOPES to match above bul- 
letins. (Designate design) 100 80c; 1000 $6.00, 
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Complete Catalog showing full line of Sunday School Supplies sent free on request. 
Order your Easter needs today. 
10 So. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 16, Chicago 3, Ul. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 
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ATTENTION MINISTERS! 
1954 
EASTERN SUMMER SCHOOL 


THREE TERMS 
May 31 — June 18 
June 21 — ~ 9 
July 12 — July 30 
For details write: 
Dr. C. Adrian Heaton, Box 1 


Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 


City Line and Lancaster Avenue 
Philadelphia 31, Pa. 
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cruise may be obtained from Dr. Joseph 
P. Free, Professor of Archaeology, 
Wheaton College, Dept. T-21, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. 


The Gideons Will Appeal 
to the U. S. Supreme Court 


HE Supreme Court of New Jersey 
decided recently that it was uncon- 
stitutional for the public schools in 
Rutherford, N. J., to offer a Gideon edi- 
tion of the New Testament with Psalms 
and Proverbs to those children who 
brought signed permissions from their 
parents. Arrangements had been made 
to distribute copies in a schoolroom as 
the children were dismissed from school. 
The Gideons have now decided to ap- 
peal this decisiorm to the United States 
Supreme Court, and have retained At- 
torney Jacob Stam, member of the Gide- 
ons International, as their lawyer. Chris- 
tian people everywhere are asked to pray 
for Mr. Stam’s guidance, and that the 
New Jersey Supreme Court decision may 
be reversed, since this case is of such 
far-reaching importance, 


A Meeting for Social Workers 
at Wheaton College 


HE fifth annual meeting on Christian 
social work in co-operation with the 
Evangelical Social Work Conference 
(ESWC) will be held at Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Ill, March 26 and 27. 
The ESWC has been organized to en- 














%* NO 


O MISTAKES 
Anya pe 


THE FAMOUS “oct ANA FU 


By Dr. B. H. Shadduck, Ph. D. 


these books which you have long wanted to 
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happiest when 
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“keen logic’ 
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ridiculous when it disputes the Bible. 10 cartoons. 

Bit, Sue . Why theories of anbelievers are 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE, OR 
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out, and send with check or cash, to: 
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ernism. Fun, philosophy 

TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS. Revealing ontire 
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courage and sponsor Christian social 
work programs throughout the country. 
The Wheaten meeting is designed to foster 
interest among evangelicals in the op- 
portunities for Christian witness and 
service in the social work field. 

The Christian social work meeting at 
Wheaton College is open to all inter- 
ested persons—pastors, Christian educa- 
tion teachers, mission.workers, lay ‘men 
and women, students, and social work- 
ers. Evangelicals are also cordially in- 
vited to join the ESWC. 

Persons desiring to attend the fifth 
annual social work meeting in Wheaton, 
or wishing to join the ESWC, are invited 
to write to Dr, Lamberta M. Voget, So- 
ciology Department, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IIl. 








































The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 14 


1, I Believe in God Our Father 
(Deut. 32:1-6; Isa. 64:8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR three successive weeks we are to 
consider what are essentially three 
great parts of that Christian statement 
of faith that we commonly call The 
Apostles’ Creed. They deserve our care- 
ful thought, especially in this day when 
many would tell us that creeds are un- 
essential and unimportant and that it is 
not so much a matter of what we be- 
lieve, it is the life that counts. ‘The fact 
of the matter is, however, that men are 
what they are because of what they be- 
lieve, and it is utterly impossible to 
live the right kind of a Christian life 
apart from definite Christian beliefs 
based upon the Word of God. These be- 
liefs are clearly and concisely stated in 
the Apostles’ Creed. 
ve 
When the Christian states, in repeat- 
ing the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in 
God the Father Almighty,” he is refer- 
ing to the first person of the Trinity, 
the other two being, as we shall see later, 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit (1 John 5:7). The Christian does 
not worship three Gods but one (1 Cor. 
8:4; Jer. 10:10). However, there are 
three persons in the Godhead, and they 
are the same in substance and are equal 
in power and glory (1 John 5:7; John 
5:21; Matt. 28:19). The Father is God 
(John 1:18); the Son is God’ (Heb. 1:8); 
and the Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:4 
compared with v. 3). 


se 
In its initial meaning the term “God 
the Father” refers to the relationship 
that exists between the first and second 
persons of the Trinity. It is that of a 
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father to a son and a son to a father 
(2 Cor. 1:3; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 1:2). The 
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
said to have been begotten of the Father 
(Psa. 2:7; John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 
4:9). But this relationship has always 
existed, for He who was “the firstborn 
of every creature” was “the only be- 
gotten son” from all eternity (John 17:5; 
Col. 1:15-17; Heb, 1:5-10). This is a truth 
not easy for finite minds to fully com- 
prehend, but it is the unequivocal state- 
ment of God’s Word and is to be ac- 
cepted by faith. 
ye 

There is another sense in which the 
Bible refers to the first person of the 
Trinity as “the Father.” When any in- 
dividual believes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the unique Son of God, and 
aceepts the atonement that He made’ 
once for all upon Calvary for the sin 
of the world, that individual comes into 
a relationship to the first person of the 
Trinity referred to as a “son” of God 
(John 1:12;'Gal. 3:26; Eph. 2:19; 3:15; 
5:1). The Bible clearly recognizes the 


distinction between those who become 








sons of God through the New Birth, and 
mankind in general. God, the Father, 
is the Creator of the whole human race, 
but He is not the “Father” of all in a 
spiritual sense, as is shown by the words 
of Christ, who said to unbelieving Phari- 
sees, “Ye are of your father, the devil” 
(John 8:44), and who also described 
unbelievers in the Parable of the Tares 
by saying, “The tares are the children of 
the wicked one” (Matt. 13:38). Paul 
likewise speaks of the unsaved as being 
“the children of disobedience,” and as 
“the children of wrath” (Eph. 2:2, 3). 
No one is a true child of God, in the 
fullest sense of the Scriptures, either by 
physical birth or by any power within 
himself. God alone makes this trans- 
formation, and only on the condition 
that He Himself has specified, that of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and ac- 
ceptance of Him as Saviour (John 1:12). 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 8-14 


Mon.—John 11:55-57. 
Resentment Against Goodness. 


Prayer Succestions: “Now both the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had given 
a commandment, that, if any man knew 
where he were, he should shew it, that 
they might take him.” Even Christ was 
hated without a cause. His perfect good- 
ness gave sinning men great displeasure. 
They hated Him because He was right- 
eous. Our Lord warns us that the world 
will hate us, if we walk in His light. 
Expect to give the world and carnal 
Christians displeasure if you please the 
Lord. Pray that you may so be armed 
with the mind of Christ that you will 
be strong in Him and not faint under 
persecution for goodness. 





Tues.—John 12:1-11. 
The Anointing at Bethany. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Then took Mary 
a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped his feet with her hair: and 
the house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment.” John, an eyewitness, tes- 
tifies, and we knew his testimony is true. 
Here is an example of sanctified giving. 
The Lord sets apart this act of sacrificial 
love as an example in giving for all be- 
lievers. Give your best to your Lord, 
and you will give Him pleasure. Pray 
for the Youth Gospel Crusade, Wheaton, 
Ml. 


Wed.—John 12:12-19. 
The Triumphal Entry. 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Fear not, daugh- 
ter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, 
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Help Evangelize 


Russians and Others 


in 22 tries around 
the wall by supporting 
missionaries, engaging 
and sending out more 
missionaries into full- 
time service, distributing 
New Testaments and 
Gospel literature, send- 
ing relief immediately to 
suffering Christians in 
Europe, and supporting 
the Russian Bible Insti- 
tute in Argentina. Send your gift now for 
those who are in dire need of spiritual and 
physical help. If the Lord directs you to 
have fellowship with us in this world-wide 
ministry, make your checks payable to 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Director, Dept. T 
2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard, Chicago 47, Il. 

In Canada—14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ontario 
(Free copy of illustrated Slavic Gospel News will 

be sent on request) 








STOP GUESSING! 


Get the FACTS Regarding 
Seventh-Day Adventism 





Don’t Be Deceived! To obtain 
accurate, clear, and complete information 


Read This Trio of Related, 


Fact-Filled Booklets 
By REV. E. B. JONES 


(20 years a Seventh-Day Adventist. Formerly 
a missionary of that sect in India.) 


1. “FREE INDEED!” 


The Author's testi ing his 
miraculous deliverance from the doctrinal 
fallacies and legalistic enslavement of 
Seventh-Day Adventism. 


“Why You Should Not Be a 
Seventh-Day Adventist” 


A Bible-su rted, error-exploding docu- 
ment, si Fiiy blessed of God, but feared 
and fought by vexed leaders of the sect. 


3. “THE ANSWER and 
THE REASONS” 


A candid, eye-opening reply to Seventh- 
Day Adventism’s official attack made upon 
the Author's writings and character. 





@ Learn ALL About It 
e Get ALL THREE Booklets 
@ Late Editions Now Ready 
e@ $1.50 Buys the Set 


Order TODAY from your Bookseller or 
the new Publishers 





GUARDIANS of THE FAITH 


P. O. Box B, Traffic Station 
Minneapolis 3, - . Minnesota 
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Temperance “Vales 
to Tell With 


a Blackboard 


Eleven delightful stories by Margaret 
Baker, each readily adaptable for chalk 
talk, flannelgraph or object lesson. 


FIFTY CENTS 
National WCTU Publishing House 


Evanston, Illinois 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 


































@ Do you know what 
; 1 popular hymn is called ‘the 
. = most inspiring and triumphant 
in the English language?” The favorite 
tune is also world famous. 

This GEM BOOK now in its 14th 
Edition teems with authentic human 
interest stories about the writing of our 
great hymns and the lives of the authors. 


More Stories—Spans 400 Years 


Delights young and old. Keep a supply 
for gifts. Richly bound in two colors, 
only $1.25 plus 10c mailing. 





Order TODAY through your bookstore or direct. 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. rie'soor'cr tire 






Cecilia M. 
Rudin, M. A. 


This beautiful 
volume covers 
400 years of be- 
loved hymas 
and songs, 
CHRONOLOGICALLY 
arranged. 

book to Own, 
Enjoy and Give. 








If you have traveled with one of the 
Sunday School Times escorted vaca- 
tion tours during the past two dec- 
ades, you know how delightful such 
trips can be. How uplifting and in- 
spiring they are, and how completely 
enjoyable! If you have not yet ex- 
perienced one of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruises, then a great adventure 
in pleasure and education lies ahead. 


Our readers are invited to join the 
1954 vacation party next July. An 
entire ship, the S. S. Chilcotin has 
been secured. This is our favorite 
ship and every stateroom is reserved 
for us on condition that we fill it up 
prior to May 12. Based on past re- 
cords, we believe our readers will 
respond in time to completely occupy 
the 106 available berths. The S. S. 
Chilcotin is a passenger ship, entirely 
devoted to our purpose, with service 
and schedule like a private yacht. 


325 North Thirteenth Street 





CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


Address: Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


in July 





The Christian Fellowship Tour. 
of 1954 will include Zion, Bryce, 
Grand Canyon, and Rainier National 
Parks, Cedar Breaks National Mon- 
ument, the Pacific Northwest, the 
scenic Inside Passage, Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, Glacier Bay, 
and Gardner Canal. Pioneer church 
and mission work of Protestant de- 
—— will be observed first 

and. 


No need to travel alone, when you 
can be with friendly, congenial Chris- 
tian people on a trip of highest qual- 
ity and character. Send for our free 
folder “Alaska,” picturing and de- 
scribing the 1954 Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruise in detail. Study it over, 
then enroll if you wish. 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








sitting on an ass’s colt.” Because the 
leaders knew not the Scriptures nor the 
grace and power of God in giving His 
Son, they rejected their Messiah-King. 
Many today reject Christ, their only 
Saviour, by refusing to receive divine 
truth. All false religious people are in 
bondage to deceivers because they have 
not the love of the truth. All who go 
not by God’s Book will be caught on 
the Devil’s hook. Pray for Young Life 
Campaign, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Thurs.—John 12:37-43. 
Isaiah’s Word Fulfilled. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Therefore they 
could not believe, because that Esaias 
said again, He hath blinded their eyes, 
and hardened their heart.” Light by 
which we see things can blind us. If 
we stare at the sun, we shall.be blinded 
by its light. Christ, the Light of the 
World, reveals sin, but all who reject 
the light of His revelation are in danger 
of eternal blindness? Pray for Youth on 
the March, Philadelphia. 


Fri.—John 12:44-50. A Light to the World. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am come a light 
into the world, that whosoever believeth 
on me should not abide in darkness.” 
Search as you will in the realm of mind, 
and only in Christ will you true knowl- 
edge find. It is God’s glory that He tab- 
ernacled among us in a human body. 
He, who made all light, thus became to 
us “the Light of life.” Follow Him, walk 
in light, children of light. Pray for 
Word of Life Hour, New York City, N. Y. 


Sat.—Romans 5:1-8. Christ Died for Us. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” When we know who gave Him- 
self for our sins, we appreciate that God 
wrapped up much in that word “love.” 
Isaac Watts had an original line in one 
of his hymns: “When Christ, the mighty 
Maker, died for man, the creature’s sin.” 
He probably based the words on Acts 
20:28. The blood of Jesus is the blood 
of God the Son, shed for the remission 
of sins. Amazing fact! Love that pass- 
eth knowledge! Pray for the poor mis- 
guided Russian people. 


Sun.—Revelation 1:17, 18. 
The Living Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am he that «= 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, ? 
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and ., 
have the keys of hell and of death.” 
All men from Adam down have died 
in due course. But Christ, the only 
exception, arose after death and 
burial, and ascended to the Father, 
and is at His right hand in Heaven 
—a man in the glory. He “only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light” 
and is the “firstfruits of them that 


slept.” Is He your life? Has He given 
you eternal life? 


Pray for Spain. 
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